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ABSTRACT 

This paper investigates the progression of computers in the realm of legal research, tracing their 

influence from early instruments such as Jurimetrics in the 1940s to contemporary AI-driven 

platforms like KIRA Systems and SUVAS. It underscores how digitalization has 

fundamentally transformed legal research by improving speed, accessibility, and collaboration, 

while also confronting challenges such as data reliability and plagiarism. The research 

scrutinizes significant features of Computer-Assisted Legal Research (CALR)—including 

Boolean searches, natural language processing (NLP), and predictive analytics—and assesses 

Indian databases (SCC Online, Manupatra) regarding their coverage and limitations. The 

findings indicate inconsistencies in data uniformity across various platforms, highlighting the 

necessity for standardized digital legal resources. Despite the progress made, challenges such 

as technological disparities and commercialization continue to exist. The paper concludes that 

although AI and databases have significantly altered legal research, a balanced methodology 

that integrates digital tools with traditional verification processes is crucial for ensuring 

accuracy and ethical compliance. 

 

Key words 

Computer-Assisted Legal Research (CALR),AI in legal research, Legal technology (Legal 

Tech),Digital transformation of law, Indian legal databases (e.g., SCC Online, Manupatra, 

Lexis India),Jurimetrics, Boolean search in law, Natural Language Processing (NLP) for legal 

research, Plagiarism detection in legal writing, Predictive legal analytics 
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INTRODUCTION 

Problem-solving has existed for a considerable duration. However, with the advent of 

electronic devices, particularly computers, this process has accelerated significantly and gained 

enhanced capabilities. Previously, certain problems were too intricate to resolve due to the 

extensive calculations they necessitated. Nowadays, computers assist us in addressing these 

issues swiftly and with precision. Computers rank among the most remarkable and adaptable 

inventions of contemporary technology. Presently, they are utilized across nearly every 

sector—not solely for rapid calculations but also for activities that emulate human cognition. 

Owing to advancements in philosophy, psychology, mathematics, and linguistics, computers 

are now capable of generating outcomes that appear almost human-like. Indeed, technological 

progress has advanced to such an extent that it may soon become challenging to discern 

whether one is conversing with a human or a machine.  

 

The advancements in computing are genuinely astonishing. For researchers, computers have 

enabled the analysis of intricate data and the execution of sophisticated research. Whether in 

the realms of science, social sciences, or even the humanities, computers have become 

indispensable tools for students and academics alike. In the contemporary landscape, anyone 

engaged in research ought to possess an understanding of how computers function and how to 

utilize them effectively. Grasping the fundamentals of computing enhances one’s appreciation 

of the immense utility this tool provides.1 

 

 As we are aware, legal research transcends the mere identification of a legal fact. It 

encompasses the retrieval of extensive information and facts, including case law. It involves 

the analysis of facts, the application of legal principles, and the exploration of knowledge 

systems. In the context of academic research, the objective is to identify a gap within the 

existing body of knowledge and to contribute to or supplement it. This endeavor aids in shaping 

future legislation and judicial advancements. Historically, researchers relied heavily on books 

and libraries for this purpose. 

 

 

 

                                                             
1 Kothari, cr, Research methodology methods and techniques 235 (2nded. new age international (p) limited, 

publishers,2004) 
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COMPUTER 

Is simply a device that performs calculations. In this sense, any tool—no matter how basic or 

advanced—that helps with math can be considered a computer. However, when we talk about 

computers today, we usually mean electronic machines that process data quickly and 

efficiently. In short, a computer is a machine that can take in, store, process, and produce 

information in different forms, such as numbers, words, and images. 

 

There are two main types of computers: digital and analogue. A digital computer works by 

counting and processing information in coded form, including letters and symbols. It uses 

binary numbers (0s and 1s) to handle data. On the other hand, an analogue computer measures 

physical quantities—like temperature or pressure—and converts them into electrical signals 

for processing. Because of this, analogue computers are mostly used for specialized tasks in 

engineering and science. 

 

Most modern computers are digital, so much so that the word "computer" is now almost always 

used to mean "digital computer." 

Over the past forty years, computer technology has advanced dramatically. The 

microcomputers we use today are far more powerful, much cheaper, and incredibly faster than 

the first electronic computer, the ENIAC (Electronic Numerical Integrator and Calculator), 

built in 1946. Today’s computers process information much more quickly, are far more reliable, 

and can store vast amounts of data2 

 

EARLY HISTORY 

Beginning of a break in this dependency started by 1940s. Statistics and quantitative research 

tools became a part of legal research by that time. On 1940s, juri metrics was introduced by lee 

lovinger in 19493 

 

The use of quantitative analysis and statistical tools in legal research could be greatly enhanced. 

Jurimetrics represents a research methodology that employs quantitative techniques, including 

statistics and probability, to examine legal issues. This approach to law is scientific in nature, 

                                                             
2 Id.362 
3 Lee Loevinger, Jurimetrics: The Methodology of Legal Inquiry, 28 Law and Contemporary Problems 5-35 

(Winter 1963) 
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utilizing mathematical models. By the 1950s, Dictaphones emerged as a significant tool. 

Lawyers were able to utilize this device to dictate extensive legal content in abbreviated formats 

for their clerks and trainees, which could later be expanded upon. By the 1960s, computers 

began to make their entrance into the legal domain. The United States was the pioneering nation 

to integrate computers into the legal field. They initiated the documentation of case law in a 

recorded format using machines. FLITE (Finding Legal Information Through Electronics) was 

the first program established for this purpose. By 1963, this program was used to record U.S. 

Supreme Court cases for the U.S. Air Force. The development of JURIS (Justice Retrieval and 

Inquiry System) marked the creation of an early legal information system designed to assist 

legal professionals in efficiently storing, retrieving, and analyzing legal documents. For 

instance, it functioned similarly to Google for legal cases, enabling judges and lawyers to 

swiftly locate and organize legal documents rather than sifting through bulky law books. This 

innovation significantly accelerated legal research and improved efficiency by digitizing all 

information. 

 

Professor John Horty  

 Professor John Horty was among the early trailblazers in this area. 

He was responsible for documenting all health statutes in electronic 

formats at the University of Pittsburgh. Under his leadership, a team 

was established to convert all U.S. Supreme Court case laws into 

electronic formats. In 1965, the American Bar Association 

commenced the process of converting legal definitions and case 

laws into electronic formats. 

 

INDIAN HISTORY 

By the 1980s, serious efforts toward computerization began in India, and the legal field was no 

exception. The growing volume of legal literature made manual data collection increasingly 

difficult, causing courts to lose precious time searching through vast records. Recognizing this 

challenge, the Law Commission of India (1988) recommended the computerization of legal 

libraries and the establishment of digital information centres to streamline judicial processes. 

 

In 1991, the Hon’ble Chief Justice of India took a significant step by requesting the National 

Informatics Centre (NIC) to develop a system for interconnecting and coordinating judgments 
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from the Supreme Court and High Courts. This led to the creation of a satellite-based 

communication program, improving the efficiency of legal research and judgment 

dissemination. 

 

The push for digitization gained further momentum with the Right to Information Act (2005). 

Section 4 of the RTI Act mandated that all government proceedings—including statutes, bills, 

rules, parliamentary debates, and assembly discussions—be made publicly accessible through 

official websites. This not only enhanced transparency but also accelerated the shift toward a 

digitized legal ecosystem. 

 

Modern advancements and challenges  

Today, initiatives such as the e-Courts Mission Mode Project have implemented e-filing, 

virtual hearings, and online case tracking, which have greatly minimized delays. The Supreme 

Court and High Courts now offer complimentary online access to judgments, enhancing the 

efficiency of legal research. Emerging technologies, including Artificial Intelligence (AI)—as 

demonstrated in projects like SUPACE (Supreme Court Portal for Assistance in Court 

Efficiency)—are further revolutionizing judicial processes. Nevertheless, challenges such as 

inconsistent digital infrastructure, cybersecurity threats, and resistance to change persist. In 

spite of these obstacles, India’s legal system is continually evolving, with innovations in 

blockchain for contracts, AI-enhanced research, and paperless courts leading towards a 

completely digital future. 

 

KEY FEATURES OF COMPUTER-ASSISTED LEGAL RESEARCH 

(CALR) SYSTEMS 

Contemporary CALR platforms have revolutionized legal research through sophisticated 

technological capabilities. A fundamental feature is the advanced keyword search functionality 

augmented by 

 

 Boolean operators, which enables practitioners to conduct targeted searches for case laws, 

statutes, and legal commentaries. By employing operators such as AND, OR, and NOT, 

researchers can refine their queries with precision - for instance, a criminal lawyer examining 

self-defence arguments might utilize the search string "self-defence AND homicide NOT 

manslaughter" to retrieve specifically relevant jurisprudence while excluding unrelated 
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matters. 

 

These systems significantly enhance case law analysis through comprehensive citation tracking 

mechanisms. Legal professionals can efficiently trace judicial interpretations of precedents 

across multiple rulings while being alerted to overruled or obsolete cases, thereby ensuring 

reliance on currently valid authorities. This proves particularly valuable when analysing the 

evolving interpretation of constitutional provisions or landmark judgments. 

 

 Modern CALR solutions now incorporate natural language processing (NLP) and artificial 

intelligence, allowing researchers to formulate queries in conversational language rather than 

technical legal syntax. This innovation enables searches such as "Can an employer be sued for 

negligence?" while still retrieving doctrinally sound results, making the research process more 

intuitive without sacrificing academic rigor. 

 

Emerging capabilities include predictive legal analytics powered by machine learning 

algorithms. These tools analyse historical case data to identify judicial trends and predict 

probable outcomes, enabling practitioners to assess the relative strength of various legal 

arguments before litigation. For example, the system might evaluate success rates for unfair 

dismissal claims based on analogous precedents. Additionally, jurisdiction-specific filtering 

ensures researchers only access authorities relevant to their particular legal system, whether 

working with federal, state, or international law frameworks. This combination of precision 

search tools, analytical capabilities, and jurisdictional specificity has transformed CALR 

systems into indispensable components of modern legal practice and scholarship. 

 

LEGAL DATABASES 

 A legal database is an organized electronic repository of legal information, designed to store, 

manage, and retrieve vast collections of legal materials. These databases serve as essential tools 

for legal professionals, scholars, and students, offering structured access to primary and 

secondary legal sources through specialized search functionalities. 

 

Composition of Legal Databases 

Legal databases have two main types of legal resources. The first type, primary sources, 

consists of binding legal authorities like constitutions, statutes, case law, treaties, and 
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regulations. The second type, secondary sources, includes analytical materials such as law 

journals, legal commentaries, encyclopaedias, dictionaries, and scholarly articles that help 

interpret and explain legal principles. 

 

Journal and Literature Research 

Legal databases offer extensive access to legal journals and academic articles, serving as 

advanced research tools. Each journal entry usually contains metadata like the article title, 

author details, publication date, journal volume, and issue number. Many entries also include 

abstracts that summarize the content, along with specific keywords to help with focused 

searches. Although many premium databases require a subscription, institutional licenses from 

universities and some open-access platforms provide options for researchers. 

 

Case Law Retrieval and Analysis 

Unlike general search engines, specialized legal databases offer in-depth access to judicial 

decisions, including detailed case summaries, litigation histories, and citation networks. These 

platforms enable users to track the evolution of legal principles by identifying overruled 

precedents and subsequent judicial interpretations. Government portals and court websites 

increasingly provide free access to case law, though commercial databases remain 

indispensable for advanced analytical features like citator services and precedent mapping4 

 

International and Comparative Legal Materials 

Today's legal databases make it easier to research laws from different jurisdictions by bringing 

together foreign laws, international treaties, and comparisons of legal systems. Researchers can 

find legislative histories, debates from parliament, and treaty documents, which helps them 

conduct thorough studies of legal systems that go beyond just their own country. 

 

Reference Management and Citation Tools 

Integrated citation tools found in legal databases help keep track of judicial references to certain 

cases or laws over time. These tools are useful for figuring out if a legal authority is still valid 

or if it has been overturned, and they also help spot important precedents that are mentioned in 

various cases. These features are extremely helpful in legal writing and getting ready for 

litigation. 

                                                             
4 Dr G P Tripathi, legal research and research methodology ,178(central law publications allahabad 1st edn 2015) 
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Legal Terminology and Definition 

Embedded legal dictionaries within these databases provide immediate access to definitions of 

specialized terms, Latin maxims, and complex legal jargon. This feature supports accurate 

interpretation and application of legal concepts in both academic and professional contexts. 

 

Advantages in Legal Practice 

By centralizing legal information and offering advanced search capabilities, legal databases 

significantly enhance research efficiency. They reduce the time required for manual case 

retrieval while improving the accuracy and relevance of search results. As indispensable 

components of contemporary legal practice, these systems bridge traditional legal research 

methods with modern technological advancements, ensuring comprehensive access to legal 

knowledge. 

 

LEGAL DATABASESS IN INDIA: 

1. In India SCC Online: SCC Online is a product of Eastern Book Company primarily 

providing Supreme Court of India Cases , ssc weekly,SCC Online is known as most 

authentic source for SC Judgments due to its case notes and effective search. Other than 

cases, SCC Online coverage includes Articles published in SCC and Practical Lawyers, 

Central and few coverage of States Legislation, Law Commission of India Reports and 

Selective Judgement of High Courts of Indian States 

2. Manupatra: It contains judgments of Supreme Court of India, High Courts of Indian 

States, Tribunals, Commissions and Committee Reports, Gazette Notifications, 

Circulars, Bare Acts, Rules and Regulation, Ordinance and Pending Cases and Legal 

material on subject based research. It provides comprehensive search techniques 

including Manu Search, Legal Search, Citation Search and Act Search. 

3. Lexis India: The platform has latest full text and headnote judgments from Supreme 

Court of India, all leading High Courts and from various Tribunals. The Universal Bare 

Acts with Rules and Regulations and legislations from various States are up to date and 

current on the platform. 

4. Lexis Advance® India also gives you access to the leading and authoritative 

commentaries and analysis by renowned legal experts 

5. Westlaw India: Westlaw India gives you access to a collect on of leading law journals 

from India, enabling you to keep a tab on the articles, law reviews, 24 hrs a day. The 
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journals cover a wide range of subject areas such as Arbitra on, Technology, Socio- 

legal issues and other relevant contemporary legal categories. 

6. AIR ONLINE: AIR ONLINE is a digital edition of All India Reporter. The database 

provides access of judgments published in various reporters published by All India 

Reporter Pvt. Limited 

7. LIVELAW: Live Law is an IP based legal database providing most updated court 

pronouncements with expert comments. 

The database provides access of legal updates over top legal stories, news updates, 

specialised columns, interviews, job updates, book reviews, judgements overviews, and 

event corners. 

8. Edzter is a databases providing access of more than 5000+ newspapers and magazines 

around the world. The database provides view of various law magazines, journals and 

eBooks useful for regular course of study. Apart from the newspapers and magazines, 

the database is useful to access books for competitive examinations like Judicial 

Serviecs, UGC Net and UPSC 

 

GENERAL USES OF COMPUTER IN LEGAL RESEARCH 

The integration of computer technology has revolutionized legal research methodologies, 

enhancing efficiency and precision across all research phases. From preliminary 

conceptualization to final publication, digital tools have transformed traditional practices by 

enabling rapid information retrieval, sophisticated data analysis, and streamlined academic 

writing processes. This section examines the multifaceted applications of computing 

technology in contemporary legal research. 

1. Conceptual Phase 

The conceptual phase constitutes the foundational stage of legal research, wherein 

scholars survey existing literature to establish their research framework. Whereas 

traditional methods required extensive manual review of physical library collections, 

modern researchers now utilize legal databases to instantaneously access case laws, 

judicial pronouncements, legal definitions, and doctrinal principles. These digital 

repositories provide comprehensive access to vast legal literature across jurisdictions, 

significantly accelerating preliminary research. 

2. Empirical/Data Collection Phase 

Computing systems facilitate robust empirical research through digital data collection 

mechanisms. Researchers employ online survey platforms (e.g., Google Forms) and 
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virtual interview tools to gather primary data across geographical boundaries. This 

digital approach enhances research scalability while maintaining methodological rigor 

in qualitative and quantitative studies. 

3. Data Entry and Analysis Phase 

Data Organization: Microsoft Office Suite enables systematic presentation of research 

findings through tabular formats, graphical representations, and statistical 

visualizations. 

Quantitative Analysis: Specialized software like SPSS (Statistical Package for the 

Social Sciences) processes numerical data to identify trends and patterns (e.g., 

analyzing crime rate fluctuations across temporal or spatial parameters). 

Qualitative Analysis: Tools such as ATLAS.ti facilitate thematic analysis of textual 

data through coding frameworks, enabling identification of recurrent concepts in 

interview transcripts or policy documents. 

4. Writing and Referencing Phase 

The composition process benefits substantially from word processing software that 

permits seamless drafting, editing, and restructuring of academic content. Digital 

reference management tools (Zotero, Mendeley, EndNote) automate citation formatting 

in prescribed academic styles (Bluebook, APA, OSCOLA), ensuring bibliographic 

accuracy while conserving researcher effort. 

5. Plagiarism Verification 

The proliferation of digital resources has necessitated rigorous plagiarism detection 

measures due to: 

• Prevalent copy-paste practices without proper attribution 

• Inadequate citation methodologies among researchers 

• Emerging challenges regarding appropriate use of AI-generated content 

• Potential academic and professional consequences of plagiarism 

 

Specialized detection software maintains academic integrity through comprehensive 

content analysis: 

• Turnitin: Widely used in academic institutions for detecting similarities 

in research papers. 

• Grammarly Plagiarism Checker: Useful for checking originality and 

citation errors. 
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• iThenticate: Preferred for professional legal and academic documents 

also shows how much AI is used 

• Copyscape: Identifies duplicate content across web sources. 

• Plagscan A robust tool that checks for unintentional plagiarism in legal 

writing. 

• Quetext: AI-powered plagiarism checker with deep search capabilities.5 

 

6. Publishing of work and dissemination of knowledge 

A completed research work is not a static document. It has to contribute to the existing 

knowledge and travel through the world. It is easier to access quality journals for 

reading and publishing our work after completion of research. 

 

ADVANTAGES OF USE OF COMPUTER IN LEGAL RESEARCH: 

1. Speed of research 

To retrieve a fact or information by going through multiple libraries and by reading 

multiple books from cover to cover, judgments in the published digests are exhaustive 

and time-consuming work.  

2. Greater accessibility  

By sitting at a desk, a researcher can access to a very vast set of data from through out 

the world. These data were dispersed in different parts of the world and to access them 

one was to separately access each of them with herculean effort. Now, its available at 

our desk through universal data basis and journals.  

3. Collaboration of researchers become easier 

For multiple researchers to work on a single project, it is easier with the advancements 

in computer. They can work on a single document from multiple locations through 

cloud storage simultaneous. They can divide parts of work more effectively and access 

data collectively. It is easier to share between researchers too. 

4. Effective and vaster storage 

The quantum of knowledge and data one can store in a library and a book is limited. 

Digital space is limitless. A lot of data can be stored in cloud form. It doesn’t have 

limitations of a manual space.  

                                                             
5   Scribbr, 'Best Free Plagiarism Checkers in 2024' (Scribbr, 2024) https://www.scribbr.com/plagiarism/best-free-

plagiarism-checker/ 26/03/2025 
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5. Dissemination of knowledge and recognition is easier 

The purpose of research is knowledge creation and distribution. With the emergence of 

technology, it is easier. One can publish the work in different international platforms 

and make it accessible to a larger set of audience and receive multiple inputs and 

feedbacks. A work can be recognised at a faster pace by a vaster audience.  

6. Conducting and attending research conferences and workshops became easier 

The research community can collaborate with each other and work on their skills as a 

collective and share their idea through conferences, workshops etc. It is much easier to 

conduct, organise, register and participate in them by computer. At times, it is 

conducted in online platforms too.6 

 

DISADVANTAGES OF USE OF COMPUTER 

1. Differences in technological infrastructure creates lag and gaps. 

The efficiency of using computer in research depends upon multiple factors like internet 

speed, digital restrictions in the country, computer literacy. So, it can create its own 

inequality and hindrance. 

2. Quality of data can be compromised 

Internet opens the window to limitless information. To assess the quality of the data 

requires a basic footing in the specific field of research one is pursuing. There needs to 

be precautions to avoid using data that lacks quality and relevance. 

3. Reliability of information has to be verified 

Unlike an article on a journal or a book, accountability of a digital content is 

comparatively less. So, the researcher needs to cross check the accuracy of the data 

he/she is using for the purpose of research. 

4. Cost consideration 

For a researcher to access quality content, more often than not, subscription is needed. 

This is slowly becoming commercialised and creating hindrance to researchers coming 

from lower socio-economic strata of the society. 

5. Scope of plagiarism 

As anyone can access anything, ownership and originality of a work can be 

compromised. It will be impossible for a guide to assess if the researcher is plagiarising 

                                                             
6 Purohit,Mona, Legal Education and Research Methodology (4th edn, Central Law Publication 2023) [page 

number:275 
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a piece from the load of data that’s digitally accessible. It will be tough to ensure that 

ownership of a researcher who is the original contributor will be respected by all people 

who access that work. 

 

RECENT DEVELOPMENT AND AI 

The recent development in artificial intelligence had made radical advancements in legal 

research as well. Large language models (LLM) have been developed. They can recognise, 

summarise, scrutinise and generate content.  Automated natural language processors have been 

emerged.  

 

KIRA system is developed by Nora Weisburg with 90% accuracy. It helps to arrive at a 

decision from things like contract, find important information in contracts and legal documents. 

instead of manually reading through pages of text ,Kira scans and highlights key details, saving 

time and reducing mistakes its mostly used for tasks like contract review, due diligence and 

compliance checks. Leverton is another tool which the researchers can use to extract data 

similar to kira systems but focused more on real estate and financial documents. BREVIA is 

also an AI tool used for summarising and analysing legal data. Brevia is another AI-powered 

contract analysis tool, similar to Kira Systems and Leverton, but with a focus on speed and 

simplicity. It helps businesses and law firms quickly extract and summarize key information 

from contracts and legal documents7 by finding and analysing arguments and precedents in 

previous cases with similar facts.  

 

Rose intelligence is also an AI tool with case laws and references. One of the first AI-powered 

legal research tools. Help lawyers quickly find relevant case law. Allowed lawyers to ask legal 

questions in plain English and get AI-generated answers with case references. Shut down in 

2020 due to a lawsuit from Thomson Reuters8 

 

DO NOT PAY IS THE FIRST LEGAL AI BOAT 

DoNotPay has revolutionized access to justice as the world's first "robot lawyer" platform. 

Founded in 2015 by British entrepreneur Joshua Browder, this AI-driven service helps users 

                                                             
7 IndiaAI, 'India’s AI-Driven Legal Future: Opportunities and Emerging Trends in 2025' 

(https://indiaai.gov.in/article/india-s-ai-driven-legal-future-opportunities-and-emerging-trends-in-2025 accessed 

[26/03/2025 
8 Id, IndiaAI,3 
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navigate common legal issues through automated processes. The platform initially focused on 

contesting parking tickets but has expanded to handle over 150 legal tasks including suing 

robocallers, applying for asylum, cancelling subscriptions, and drafting legal documents. Using 

conversational AI, DoNotPay guides users through complex bureaucratic processes by 

generating customized legal letters, filing complaints, and even providing court defense 

strategies - all without requiring traditional legal training from its users. 

 

The significance of DoNotPay lies in its mission to democratize legal services. By automating 

routine legal tasks that would normally require expensive attorney fees, the platform makes 

basic legal assistance accessible to millions who couldn't otherwise afford representation. 

While not a replacement for complex legal counsel, DoNotPay represents a major innovation 

in legal tech, demonstrating how AI can bridge the justice gap for everyday legal problems. 

The service continues to expand its capabilities while facing both praise for increasing access 

to justice and scrutiny from legal authorities concerned about the unauthorized practice of law. 

 

Some of the key features and benefits of DoNotPay include:9 

• Fight parking and traffic tickets - DoNotPay can help users appeal unfair parking tickets 

and moving violations in any city. The bot generates customized, legally valid appeal 

letters with a high success rate. 

• Skip customer service phone queues - DoNotPay makes phone calls on your behalf and 

waits on hold to get through to customer service agents faster. This saves hours of 

frustration and wasted time. 

• Cancel subscriptions and free trials - DoNotPay can cancel any subscription, service, 

or free trial with just a few messages. No more hassling with hard-to-reach customer 

service reps. 

• Get refunds for delayed flights, packages, etc. - The bot can request refunds and 

compensation from airlines, delivery companies, and other services when you 

experience delays, lost luggage, and other issues. 

• Find unclaimed money - DoNotPay searches databases to uncover money owed to you 

from government agencies, pension funds, banks, and other institutions. 

                                                             
9   Deepgram, 'DoNotPay: The AI Legal Assistant Changing Consumer Rights' (Deepgram, 2023) 

https://deepgram.com/ai-apps/donotpay accessed 26/03/2025 
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• Dispute credit report errors - The bot generates custom letters to credit bureaus to fix 

incorrect information on your credit report. 

• Lower bills and negotiate better rates - DoNotPay can get you lower rates and fees from 

cable companies, cell phone providers, insurance companies, and other services. 

• Automate free trial cancellation - Never get charged for a free trial again. DoNotPay 

automatically cancels trials before you get billed. 

• Beat bureaucracy - Skip the paperwork and hassle of government processes like 

applying for unemployment benefits, disability services, and more 

 

SUVAS: THE SUPREME COURT'S AI-POWERED TRANSLATION 

INITIATIVE 

In a landmark move to enhance judicial accessibility, the Supreme Court of India in 2021 

formally adopted the Supreme Court Vidhik Anuvaad Software (SUVAS), an artificial 

intelligence-based translation system designed to break language barriers in the justice delivery 

system. Launched in November 2019 by then Chief Justice S.A. Bobde, this innovative tool 

represents one of the judiciary's most significant technological interventions, capable of 

translating legal documents, judgments, and orders between English and various Indian 

regional languages with remarkable accuracy. The system was developed in-house by the 

Supreme Court's IT department with technical support from the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MeitY), utilizing neural machine translation technology specifically 

trained on legal terminology. This adoption came at a crucial time when the pandemic had 

accelerated the need for digital justice solutions, making legal processes more accessible to 

non-English speaking litigants and lawyers across India's linguistically diverse landscape. 

 

TECHNICAL CAPABILITIES AND JUDICIAL IMPACT 

SUVAS employs sophisticated natural language processing algorithms that have been specially 

trained on vast corpora of legal texts to handle the unique complexities of legal translation, 

including precise terminology, context-specific meanings, and the formal structure of judicial 

documents. Initially supporting translations between English and nine vernacular languages 

(Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Marathi, Gujarati, Odia, Bengali, and Punjabi), the system 

continues to expand its linguistic coverage. Beyond mere word-for-word translation, SUVAS 

maintains the legal integrity of documents by preserving the nuanced meanings of statutes, 
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precedents, and judicial reasoning.10  The Supreme Court's 2021 decision to institutionalize 

SUVAS reflected a growing recognition that language barriers were creating unequal access to 

justice, particularly for litigants from rural areas and non-English speaking backgrounds. While 

human verification remains essential for final translations, SUVAS has significantly reduced 

translation timelines from weeks to hours, marking a transformative step toward making India's 

judicial processes truly inclusive while setting a precedent for AI adoption in judicial systems 

worldwide. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

The combination of computers and the internet has changed legal research, making it faster, 

easier to access, and more thorough. From online databases like SCC Online and Manupatra to 

AI tools such as SUVAS and DoNotPay, technology has opened up access to legal information, 

connecting legal experts, researchers, and the public. The move from searching libraries 

manually to quickly finding case laws, statutes, and academic articles online has cut down 

research time and improved accuracy. Features like Boolean search operators, citation tracking, 

and predictive legal analytics have increased the accuracy and depth of legal analysis. 

However, there are still challenges like inconsistent database coverage, subscription fees, and 

the need to keep up with technology. Despite these issues, the future of legal research is clearly 

digital, with new trends like AI legal assistants, blockchain for document verification, and 

natural language processing set to further change the field. As technology advances, it must be 

used responsibly to ensure fair access, uphold ethical standards, and protect the integrity of 

legal research. In the end, the partnership between law and technology offers a more inclusive, 

efficient, and transparent legal system for the future. 

 

                                                             
10 'AI-backed SUVAS Translation Tool Intended to Make Legalese Simpler, Court Proceedings Faster: Law 

Minister' The Economic Times (New Delhi, 24 February 2024) 

https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/technology/ai-backed-suvas-translation-tool-intended-

to-make-legalese-simpler-court-proceedings-faster-law-minister/102648151 accessed 26/0 

http://www.whiteblacklegal.co.in/

