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DISCLAIMER

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, transmitted, translated, or distributed in
any form or by any means—whether electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording,
scanning, or otherwise—without the prior written permission of the Editor-in-Chief of White

Black Legal — The Law Journal.

All copyrights in the articles published in this journal vest with White Black Legal — The Law
Journal, unless otherwise expressly stated. Authors are solely responsible for the originality,

authenticity, accuracy, and legality of the content submitted and published.

The views, opinions, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in the articles are exclusively
those of the respective authors. They do not represent or reflect the views of the Editorial Board,

Editors, Reviewers, Advisors, Publisher, or Management of White Black Legal.

While reasonable efforts are made to ensure academic quality and accuracy through editorial
and peer-review processes, White Black Legal makes no representations or warranties, express
or implied, regarding the completeness, accuracy, reliability, or suitability of the content
published. The journal shall not be liable for any errors, omissions, inaccuracies, or
consequences arising from the use, interpretation, or reliance upon the information contained

in this publication.

The content published in this journal is intended solely for academic and informational
purposes and shall not be construed as legal advice, professional advice, or legal opinion. White
Black Legal expressly disclaims all liability for any loss, damage, claim, or legal consequence

arising directly or indirectly from the use of any material published herein.
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ABOUT WHITE BLACK LEGAL

White Black Legal — The Law Journal is an open-access, peer-reviewed, and refereed legal
journal established to provide a scholarly platform for the examination and discussion of
contemporary legal issues. The journal is dedicated to encouraging rigorous legal research,

critical analysis, and informed academic discourse across diverse fields of law.

The journal invites contributions from law students, researchers, academicians, legal
practitioners, and policy scholars. By facilitating engagement between emerging scholars and
experienced legal professionals, White Black Legal seeks to bridge theoretical legal research
with practical, institutional, and societal perspectives.

In a rapidly evolving social, economic, and technological environment, the journal endeavours
to examine the changing role of law and its impact on governance, justice systems, and society.
White Black Legal remains committed to academic integrity, ethical research practices, and the

dissemination of accessible legal scholarship to a global readership.
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AIM & SCOPE

The aim of White Black Legal — The Law Journal is to promote excellence in legal research
and to provide a credible academic forum for the analysis, discussion, and advancement of
contemporary legal issues. The journal encourages original, analytical, and well-researched

contributions that add substantive value to legal scholarship.

The journal publishes scholarly works examining doctrinal, theoretical, empirical, and
interdisciplinary perspectives of law. Submissions are welcomed from academicians, legal
professionals, researchers, scholars, and students who demonstrate intellectual rigour,

analytical clarity, and relevance to current legal and policy developments.

The scope of the journal includes, but is not limited to:
e Constitutional and Administrative Law
e Criminal Law and Criminal Justice
e Corporate, Commercial, and Business Laws
e Intellectual Property and Technology Law
e International Law and Human Rights
e Environmental and Sustainable Development Law
e Cyber Law, Artificial Intelligence, and Emerging Technologies

e Family Law, Labour Law, and Social Justice Studies

The journal accepts original research articles, case comments, legislative and policy analyses,
book reviews, and interdisciplinary studies addressing legal issues at national and international
levels. All submissions are subject to a rigorous double-blind peer-review process to ensure

academic quality, originality, and relevance.

Through its publications, White Black Legal — The Law Journal seeks to foster critical legal
thinking and contribute to the development of law as an instrument of justice, governance, and
social progress, while expressly disclaiming responsibility for the application or misuse of

published content.
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“SOCIAL JUSTICE IN INDIA: A LEGAL AND
CONSTITUTIONAL ANALYSIS”

AUTHORED BY - A KISHOR! & KANNAN KUNNATHULLY?

ABSTRACT
Social justice refers to the principle of ensuring fairness equality and dignity for all individuals
in society. It aims to eliminate discrimination reduce inequalities and provide equal

opportunities regardless of caste class gender religion or economic status.

Historically Indian society has been characterized by social hierarchies such as the caste system
leading to exclusion and oppression of certain groups. To address these inequalities the State
has introduced various legal and policy measures including reservation policies welfare
schemes and protective legislation for Scheduled Castes Scheduled Tribes women and other
disadvantaged groups.

Activism has become more interconnected, enabling individuals and communities to raise

awareness, mobilize support, and advocate for systemic change.

1. Author A KISHOR Reg No. 21142118
B.Com., LL.B(Hons), VISTAS

2. Co-author KANNAN KUNNATHULLY

Assistant Professor
Law Department, VISTAS
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Introduction
Social justice is a fundamental principle that emphasizes fairness, equality, and the protection

of human rights within a society.

It seeks to ensure that all individuals, regardless of their caste, gender, religion, or economic
background, have equal access to opportunities, resources, and justice. The concept has
evolved through significant historical developments such as the French Revolution and has
been strongly advocated in India by leaders like B. R. Ambedkar. In the modern context, social
justice plays a crucial role in shaping laws, policies, and institutions aimed at reducing

inequality and promoting an inclusive and equitable society.

3.1 Introduction to the Dimensions of Social Justice

The dimensions of social justice refer to the different areas in society where fairness, equality,
and inclusion must be ensured. Social justice is not limited to a single aspect of life; rather, it
is a multidimensional concept that covers economic, social, political, legal, cultural,
educational, and environmental aspects. Each dimension plays a significant role in shaping a

just and equitable society.

The need for multiple dimensions arises because inequality exists in various forms and affects
individuals differently depending on their social, economic, and cultural backgrounds. For
example, a person may face economic inequality due to poverty, while also experiencing social
discrimination based on caste, gender, or religion. Therefore, addressing only one aspect is not

sufficient to achieve overall social justice.

The economic dimension focuses on fair distribution of wealth, income, and opportunities. The
social dimension deals with equality and inclusion in society, ensuring that no group is
marginalized. The political dimension emphasizes equal participation in democratic processes
and decision-making. The legal dimension ensures justice through equal protection under the

law and access to legal remedies.
In addition, the cultural dimension promotes respect for diversity and protection of cultural

identities. The educational dimension ensures equal access to quality education for all

individuals, which is essential for empowerment and social mobility. In recent times, the
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environmental dimension and technological or digital dimension have also gained importance,
as environmental degradation and digital inequality significantly affect vulnerable populations.
Understanding these dimensions is essential for analyzing how social justice operates in real
life. It helps in identifying the root causes of inequality and developing comprehensive
strategies to address them. Each dimension is interconnected, and progress in one area often

influences outcomes in others.

3.2 Economic Dimension of Social Justice

The economic dimension of social justice focuses on the fair distribution of wealth, income,
and economic opportunities within a society. It emphasizes reducing economic inequalities and
ensuring that all individuals, regardless of their background, have access to the resources
necessary for a dignified life. Economic justice is a key foundation of overall social justice

because economic disparities often lead to other forms of inequality.

One of the major concerns of the economic dimension is income and wealth inequality. In
many societies, a small proportion of the population controls a large share of resources, while
a significant portion struggles with poverty. This imbalance creates social divisions and limits

opportunities for disadvantaged groups.

Another important aspect is poverty and unemployment. Lack of access to stable employment
and fair wages prevents individuals from meeting their basic needs such as food, housing,
education, and healthcare. Economic social justice aims to address these issues through job

creation, skill development, and fair labour policies.

The economic dimension also includes access to resources and opportunities. This involves
ensuring that all individuals have equal access to education, healthcare, credit facilities, and
employment opportunities. Without equal access, social mobility becomes restricted, and

inequality continues across generations.

Government intervention plays a significant role in promoting economic justice through
welfare schemes and public policies. Programs such as subsidies, employment guarantee
schemes, and poverty alleviation initiatives are designed to support vulnerable populations and

reduce economic disparities.
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Globalization and economic development have also influenced the economic dimension of
social justice. While globalization has created new opportunities for growth, it has also widened
the gap between rich and poor. Therefore, policies must ensure that economic growth is
inclusive and benefits all sections of society.

In conclusion, the economic dimension of social justice is essential for creating a fair and
balanced society. By addressing poverty, inequality, unemployment, and unequal access to
resources, it helps in building a system where everyone has the opportunity to achieve

economic security and improve their quality of life.

3.3 Social Dimension of Social Justice
The social dimension of social justice focuses on creating an equal and inclusive society where
all individuals are treated fairly in their social life, relationships, and opportunities. It aims to

remove social discrimination and ensure dignity for every person.

Key Points:

1. Elimination of social inequalities: Social justice works to reduce inequalities based on
caste, class, gender, religion, disability, and economic status.

2. Equality in social status: Every individual should be treated with equal respect and
dignity in society, regardless of their background.

3. Social inclusion: Ensures that marginalized and weaker sections are included in
mainstream society and are not excluded from social life.

4. Access to basic needs: Provides equal access to essential services such as food, shelter,
healthcare, sanitation, and employment.

5. Protection of vulnerable groups: Special attention is given to women, children, elderly
people, and persons with disabilities.

6. Removal of social evils: Aims to eliminate practices like untouchability, discrimination,
dowry, and other harmful traditions.

7. Equal opportunities in society: Everyone should have fair chances to improve their
social and economic conditions.

8. Promotion of dignity and respect: Ensures that every individual is treated with humanity

and without humiliation or bias.
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3.4 Political Dimension of Social Justice

The political dimension of social justice refers to the system of ensuring equal political rights,
fair participation, and effective representation of all citizens in the democratic process. It
emphasizes that political power should not be concentrated in the hands of a few, but should
be distributed equally among all sections of society. In a just political system, every individual

has an equal opportunity to influence governance and decision-making.

A key aspect of this dimension is equal political rights, which guarantees that every citizen has
the right to vote, contest elections, and participate in political activities without discrimination
based on caste, class, gender, religion, or economic background. This is closely linked to the
principle of universal adult franchise, which ensures that all adult citizens are allowed to vote,
forming the foundation of a democratic society.

Another important element is democratic participation, which encourages citizens to actively
engage in political processes such as elections, public discussions, protests, and policy-making.
This participation strengthens democracy by making governance more inclusive and
accountable. Alongside this, freedom of expression plays a vital role, as it allows individuals
to express their opinions, criticize government policies, and participate in public debates

without fear of repression.

3.5 Legal Dimension of Social Justice

The legal dimension of social justice refers to the establishment of a fair, impartial, and
accessible legal system that ensures equality before law and protects the rights of all
individuals. It is based on the principle that justice should be available to every citizen without

discrimination and that the law must act as an instrument of equality and protection.

A fundamental principle of this dimension is equality before law, which means that all
individuals, regardless of their social, economic, political, or cultural background, are subject
to the same laws and legal procedures. No person is above the law, and justice must be applied

uniformly to all citizens.

Closely related to this is the rule of law, which ensures that governance is conducted according
to established laws rather than arbitrary decisions of individuals or authorities. It strengthens

democracy by limiting misuse of power and ensuring accountability of the state.
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Another important aspect is access to justice, which emphasizes that every individual should
have the opportunity to approach courts and legal institutions without barriers. However, in
reality, financial constraints, lack of awareness, and social inequality often prevent
marginalized groups from accessing justice. To address this, the provision of free legal aid
becomes essential, ensuring that economically weaker sections receive legal assistance from

the state.

The independence of the judiciary is another crucial element of the legal dimension. An
independent judiciary ensures that courts function without interference from the executive or
legislative branches, thereby maintaining fairness and impartiality in decision-making. This

independence is vital for protecting citizens’ rights and maintaining trust in the legal system.

3.6 Cultural Dimension of Social Justice

The cultural dimension of social justice refers to ensuring equality, respect, and protection for
all cultural groups within a society. It emphasizes that no culture should be considered superior
or inferior and that every individual should have the freedom to preserve and express their
cultural identity. This dimension plays a crucial role in promoting harmony in diverse and

multicultural societies.

A major aspect of this dimension is respect for cultural diversity, which recognizes and values
the existence of different languages, traditions, customs, beliefs, and lifestyles. Social justice

requires that all cultural identities are treated with dignity and without prejudice.

Another important element is multiculturalism, which promotes peaceful coexistence among
various cultural groups. It encourages mutual understanding, cooperation, and acceptance

among people belonging to different cultural backgrounds, helping to build unity in diversity.

3.7 Educational Dimension of Social Justice
The educational dimension of social justice focuses on ensuring equal access to education and
removing disparities in learning opportunities among different sections of society. Education

is considered a powerful tool for social change, empowerment, and reducing inequality.

Therefore, social justice in education aims to create an inclusive system where every individual

can develop their potential regardless of social, economic, or cultural background.
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A key aspect of this dimension is equal access to education, which ensures that all children and
adults, irrespective of caste, class, gender, religion, or region, have the opportunity to receive
education. This includes access to schools, colleges, and other learning institutions without

discrimination.

Another important element is quality education for all, which emphasizes that education should
not only be accessible but also meaningful and effective. Equal quality ensures that students
from rural and marginalized communities receive the same standard of education as those in

urban or privileged areas.

3.8 Environmental Dimension of Social Justice
The environmental dimension also emphasizes protection from environmental hazards,
ensuring that no group is forced to live in unsafe or polluted environments. Governments and

industries are responsible for controlling pollution and maintaining environmental standards.

A major focus is sustainable development, which means meeting present needs without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It balances economic

growth with environmental conservation.

Another important concept is climate justice, which highlights that climate change impacts are
not evenly distributed. Developing and disadvantaged communities often suffer more despite

contributing less to environmental degradation.

FOOTNOTES
> Amartya Sen, The Idea of Justice (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2009).
> John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1971).
> United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Human Development Report (New
York: UNDP, various years).
> Karl Marx, Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, Vol. 1 (London: Penguin
Classics, 1990).

Conclusion
Social justice is essential for creating a fair, inclusive, and equitable society where every

individual is treated with dignity and respect. This study highlights that despite legal
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protections and policy efforts, inequalities based on class, gender, caste, race, and access to

resources continue to persist in various forms.

The research shows that social justice is not only about laws but also about their proper
implementation and public awareness. Many marginalized groups still face discrimination and
lack equal opportunities, which limits their ability to fully participate in society. Addressing

these challenges requires collective efforts from governments, institutions, and individuals.

Furthermore, social justice is a continuous process that demands active participation,
awareness, and accountability. It is important to promote equality, protect human rights, and

ensure that no one is left behind in the process of development.

In conclusion, achieving social justice is not a one-time goal but an ongoing responsibility. A
just society can only be built when fairness, equality, and respect for all individuals are upheld

in both principle and practice.

Suggestions

1. Strengthening Legal Enforcement

Governments should move beyond policy formulation to strict enforcement. Regulatory bodies
must impose substantial penalties on companies that violate privacy laws to ensure compliance

in practice, not just in theory.

2. Promoting Transparent Data Practices
Companies should adopt clear and simplified privacy policies. Information regarding data
collection, storage, and sharing must be presented in a user-friendly manner to ensure truly

informed consent.

3. Ensuring Meaningful User Consent

Consent mechanisms should be redesigned to:
e Avoid pre-ticked boxes or forced consent
e Provide clear opt-in and opt-out options

o Allow users to withdraw consent easily
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4. Adoption of Privacy by Design

Organizations should integrate privacy safeguards into the development of technologies from

the outset, rather than treating privacy as an afterthought.
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