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Journal, unless otherwise expressly stated. Authors are solely responsible for the originality, 

authenticity, accuracy, and legality of the content submitted and published. 
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ABOUT WHITE BLACK LEGAL 

 

White Black Legal – The Law Journal is an open-access, peer-reviewed, and refereed legal 

journal established to provide a scholarly platform for the examination and discussion of 

contemporary legal issues. The journal is dedicated to encouraging rigorous legal research, 

critical analysis, and informed academic discourse across diverse fields of law. 

 

The journal invites contributions from law students, researchers, academicians, legal 

practitioners, and policy scholars. By facilitating engagement between emerging scholars and 

experienced legal professionals, White Black Legal seeks to bridge theoretical legal research 

with practical, institutional, and societal perspectives. 

 

In a rapidly evolving social, economic, and technological environment, the journal endeavours 

to examine the changing role of law and its impact on governance, justice systems, and society. 

White Black Legal remains committed to academic integrity, ethical research practices, and the 

dissemination of accessible legal scholarship to a global readership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.whiteblacklegal.co.in/


www.whiteblacklegal.co.in 

Volume 3 Issue 6 | May 2026         ISSN: 2581-8503 

Page | 3   

 

AIM & SCOPE 

 

The aim of White Black Legal – The Law Journal is to promote excellence in legal research 

and to provide a credible academic forum for the analysis, discussion, and advancement of 

contemporary legal issues. The journal encourages original, analytical, and well-researched 

contributions that add substantive value to legal scholarship. 

 

The journal publishes scholarly works examining doctrinal, theoretical, empirical, and 

interdisciplinary perspectives of law. Submissions are welcomed from academicians, legal 

professionals, researchers, scholars, and students who demonstrate intellectual rigour, 

analytical clarity, and relevance to current legal and policy developments. 

 

The scope of the journal includes, but is not limited to: 

 Constitutional and Administrative Law 

 Criminal Law and Criminal Justice 

 Corporate, Commercial, and Business Laws 

 Intellectual Property and Technology Law 

 International Law and Human Rights 

 Environmental and Sustainable Development Law 

 Cyber Law, Artificial Intelligence, and Emerging Technologies 

 Family Law, Labour Law, and Social Justice Studies 

 

The journal accepts original research articles, case comments, legislative and policy analyses, 

book reviews, and interdisciplinary studies addressing legal issues at national and international 

levels. All submissions are subject to a rigorous double-blind peer-review process to ensure 

academic quality, originality, and relevance. 

 

Through its publications, White Black Legal – The Law Journal seeks to foster critical legal 

thinking and contribute to the development of law as an instrument of justice, governance, and 

social progress, while expressly disclaiming responsibility for the application or misuse of 

published content. 

  

http://www.whiteblacklegal.co.in/


www.whiteblacklegal.co.in 

Volume 3 Issue 6 | May 2026         ISSN: 2581-8503 

Page | 4   

FROM STATE-CENTRIC TO VICTIM-CENTRIC 

JUSTICE: EVOLUTION OF VICTIM RIGHTS IN INDIA 
 

AUTHORED BY - KARAN PARASHAR 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

The Indian criminal justice system has historically been rooted in a State-centric approach, 

where crimes were viewed primarily as offences against society rather than against individuals. 

This framework often marginalized victims, reducing them to mere witnesses in criminal 

proceedings. However, with the emergence of victimology and constitutional interpretations 

emphasizing dignity and fairness, there has been a gradual shift towards a victim-centric model 

of justice. This paper critically examines the evolution of victim rights in India, analyzing 

legislative reforms, judicial trends, and policy developments. It also highlights persistent gaps 

and suggests reforms to strengthen victim participation, compensation, and rehabilitation 

mechanisms. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Criminal law in India has traditionally operated on the principle that a crime is a wrong against 

the State, thereby positioning the State as the primary party in prosecution. This approach, 

inherited from colonial legal systems, prioritized the rights of the accused to ensure fair trials 

and prevent wrongful convictions. While such safeguards remain essential, they inadvertently 

sidelined victims, who often lacked recognition, participation, and remedies within the system. 

Scholars have repeatedly pointed out that the Indian criminal justice system historically 

focused more on offenders than on victims, leaving victims inadequately addressed in legal 

processes (IJLMH). 

The shift towards victim-centric justice reflects a broader transformation in legal philosophy, 

recognizing that justice must address not only punishment but also the needs and rights of 

victims. This evolution is closely linked to constitutional principles, particularly the right to 

life and dignity under Article 21, which has been interpreted to include victim protection and 

rehabilitation (IJLLR Journal). 

 

KEYWORDS: Victim rights, victimology, victim-centric justice, criminal justice system, 

victim compensation, access to justice, restorative justice, Article 21. 
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CONCEPT OF VICTIMOLOGY AND VICTIM RIGHTS 

Victimology, a relatively recent development in criminology, focuses on understanding the 

experiences, rights, and needs of victims within the justice system. It examines the impact of 

crime on victims and advocates for their inclusion in legal processes. Traditionally, criminal 

justice systems neglected victims, but modern victimology recognizes them as essential 

stakeholders in achieving justice and social balance. 

Victim rights generally include access to justice, fair treatment, restitution, compensation, and 

assistance. These rights aim to prevent secondary victimization and ensure that victims are not 

further harmed by legal procedures. In India, although these rights exist in fragmented forms, 

their implementation remains inconsistent, highlighting the need for a more structured and 

comprehensive framework. 

 

STATE-CENTRIC MODEL OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE IN INDIA 

The traditional Indian criminal justice system is fundamentally State-centric, where crimes are 

treated as offences against society rather than individuals. Consequently, the State assumes the 

role of the prosecutor, and the victim’s role is largely limited to that of a witness. This approach 

is rooted in the principle of maintaining social order and ensuring that offenders are punished. 

The emphasis on the rights of the accused—such as the presumption of innocence and the right 

to a fair trial—has been a defining feature of this model. While these safeguards are crucial, 

they have often overshadowed the needs of victims. For instance, procedural laws primarily 

focus on protecting the accused from arbitrary arrest and detention, whereas victim rights are 

not equally codified or enforced 

 

JUDICIAL RECOGNITION OF VICTIM RIGHTS 

The judiciary has played a pivotal role in shifting the focus from a purely State-centric approach 

to a more balanced system that recognizes victim rights. Courts have increasingly 

acknowledged that justice must address the suffering of victims and not merely punish 

offenders. 

Recent judicial observations emphasize that the rights of victims are as important as those of 

the accused, marking a significant shift in legal thinking (The Times of India). Earlier, courts 

primarily focused on ensuring fair trials for the accused, but contemporary jurisprudence 

highlights the need for equitable justice that includes victim participation and protection. 

Judicial innovations have also expanded the scope of compensation and rehabilitation, 
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recognizing them as integral components of justice. Courts have interpreted constitutional 

provisions to ensure that victims receive timely and meaningful remedies, thereby 

strengthening the victim-centric approach. 

 

LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENTS AND VICTIM RIGHTS 

Legislative reforms in India have gradually incorporated victim rights into the criminal justice 

framework. The Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) introduced provisions for compensation, 

restitution, and victim participation. Notably, Section 357A established victim compensation 

schemes, requiring states to provide financial assistance to victims of crime. 

The introduction of victim compensation schemes marked a significant step towards 

recognizing the State’s responsibility to support victims. These schemes aim to provide 

financial relief for injuries, loss, and rehabilitation. However, their implementation has been 

inconsistent, with issues such as delays, inadequate funding, and lack of awareness affecting 

their effectiveness. 

Recent reforms under new criminal laws, including updated procedural frameworks, further 

emphasize victim-centric justice by incorporating provisions for transparency, victim 

notification, and technological integration. 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK AND VICTIM RIGHTS 

The Indian Constitution provides a strong foundation for victim rights through provisions such 

as Articles 14, 21, and 39A. Article 21, which guarantees the right to life and personal liberty, 

has been expansively interpreted to include the right to dignity, fair treatment, and access to 

justice for victims. 

Article 14 ensures equality before the law, requiring that victims receive fair and consistent 

treatment. Article 39A mandates free legal aid, enabling victims to access justice regardless of 

their socio-economic status. Together, these provisions create a constitutional mandate for a 

victim-centric justice system, emphasizing fairness, dignity, and accessibility (IJLLR Journal). 

 

VICTIM COMPENSATION AND REHABILITATION MECHANISMS 

Compensation and rehabilitation are central to victim-centric justice. The victim compensation 

scheme aims to provide financial assistance to victims for medical expenses, loss of income, 

and rehabilitation. This approach recognizes that justice extends beyond punishment and 

includes restoring victims to their pre-crime condition as far as possible. 
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Despite these provisions, challenges persist. Many victims face delays in receiving 

compensation, and procedural complexities often hinder access to these schemes. Studies 

indicate that inadequate funding and lack of awareness significantly limit the effectiveness of 

compensation mechanisms (Advances in Consumer Research). 

Rehabilitation measures, including psychological counseling and social support, are equally 

important but remain underdeveloped in India. A comprehensive approach to victim support 

must address both financial and emotional needs. 

 

CHALLENGES IN ACHIEVING VICTIM-CENTRIC JUSTICE 

While significant progress has been made, several challenges hinder the realization of a truly 

victim-centric justice system in India. One major issue is the lack of awareness among victims 

about their rights and available remedies. Many victims remain unaware of compensation 

schemes and legal assistance, limiting their ability to seek justice. 

Another challenge is the procedural complexity of the criminal justice system, which often 

discourages victim participation. Delays in trials and compensation disbursement further 

exacerbate the problem, leaving victims without timely relief. 

Institutional limitations, including inadequate infrastructure and lack of trained personnel, also 

impede the effective implementation of victim-centric policies. Additionally, the absence of a 

unified legal framework for victim rights results in inconsistencies across states and 

jurisdictions (IJLLR Journal). 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR STRENGTHENING VICTIM-CENTRIC JUSTICE 

 Establishment of a Comprehensive Victim Rights Legislation 

A dedicated law focusing exclusively on victim rights should be enacted to provide a 

uniform and enforceable framework. Such legislation would consolidate existing 

provisions and ensure consistent implementation across the country. It would also 

clarify the roles and responsibilities of various stakeholders, reducing ambiguity and 

enhancing accountability. 

 Strengthening Victim Compensation Mechanisms 

Compensation schemes should be streamlined to ensure timely and adequate financial 

support. This can be achieved by increasing funding, simplifying procedures, and 

introducing digital platforms for application and disbursement. Timely compensation 

is crucial for addressing immediate needs such as medical care and rehabilitation. 
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 Enhancing Victim Participation in Criminal Proceedings 

Victims should be given greater opportunities to participate in trials, including the right 

to be heard at critical stages such as bail hearings and sentencing. This would ensure 

that their perspectives are considered in the justice process, making it more inclusive 

and responsive. 

 Development of Victim Support Service 

Comprehensive support services, including counseling, legal aid, and rehabilitation 

programs, should be established to address the psychological and social impact of 

crime. These services should be easily accessible and tailored to the specific needs of 

different categories of victims. 

 Capacity Building and Training of Stakeholders 

Police officers, prosecutors, and judges should be trained to adopt a victim-sensitive 

approach. This would help in reducing secondary victimization and ensuring that 

victims are treated with dignity and respect throughout the legal process. 

 Awareness and Outreach Programs 

Public awareness campaigns should be conducted to educate citizens about victim 

rights and available remedies. Increased awareness would empower victims to seek 

justice and utilize existing legal provisions effectively. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The evolution of victim rights in India reflects a significant shift from a State-centric to a 

victim-centric approach in criminal justice. While traditional systems prioritized the rights of 

the accused, contemporary developments emphasize the need for balanced justice that 

addresses the needs of victims. Legislative reforms, judicial interventions, and constitutional 

interpretations have contributed to this transformation. 

However, the journey towards a fully victim-centric system is far from complete. Persistent 

challenges such as inadequate implementation, lack of awareness, and institutional limitations 

must be addressed to ensure that victims receive timely and meaningful justice. A 

comprehensive and integrated approach, combining legal reforms, policy initiatives, and 

societal awareness, is essential to achieve this goal. 
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