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Abstract
Environmental pollution has emerged as a significant challenge affecting public health in India,
particularly in the context of rapid industrialization and urbanization®. This paper undertakes a
socio-legal analysis of the interrelationship between environmental degradation and public
health outcomes. It explores the constitutional framework, including Article 21, which has been
judicially interpreted to include the right to a clean and healthy environment?. The study further
examines key environmental legislations such as the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, the
Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, and the Water (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 19743 Judicial interventions have played a pivotal role in shaping
environmental jurisprudence, particularly through landmark decisions that have established

principles such as absolute liability and the polluter pays principle*. The paper also highlights

! Shyam Divan and Armin Rosencranz, Environmental Law and Policy in India 45 (2nd edn., Oxford University
Press, 2001).

2 The Constitution of India, arts. 21, 48A, 51A(g).

3 Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981; Water (Prevention
and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.

4 M.C. Mehta v. Union of India, AIR 1987 SC 1086; Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India, AIR 1996
SC 2715; Subhash Kumar v. State of Bihar, AIR 1991 SC 420; Indian Council for Enviro-Legal Action v. Union
of India, AIR 1996 SC 1446.
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the adverse public health impacts of pollution, including respiratory diseases, water-borne
illnesses, and long-term exposure risks. Despite a robust legal framework, challenges such as
weak enforcement, lack of awareness, and institutional inefficiencies continue to hinder
effective implementation®. The study concludes by emphasizing the need for stronger
regulatory mechanisms, increased public participation, and integration of public health
considerations into environmental governance. this is an abstract can you full paper related to

this abstract with marked reference (limited) and also case laws.

1. Introduction

Environmental pollution has become one of the most pressing challenges in contemporary
India, posing serious threats not only to ecological balance but also to public health. Rapid
industrialization, urban expansion, population growth, and unregulated exploitation of natural
resources have significantly contributed to environmental degradation. Air, water, and soil
pollution are now widespread, affecting both urban and rural populations.

The relationship between environmental quality and public health is deeply interconnected. A
polluted environment directly contributes to the rise in diseases such as asthma, bronchitis,
cardiovascular disorders, and water-borne illnesses. In this context, law plays a crucial role in
regulating human activities, protecting natural resources, and safeguarding public health.

This paper aims to analyze the legal framework, judicial response, and public health

implications of environmental pollution in India through a socio-legal lens.

2. Conceptual Framework: Environment and Public Health

The relationship between environment and public health is foundational to understanding the
broader implications of environmental degradation in modern societies. Environmental
pollution, in its simplest sense, refers to the introduction of harmful substances or contaminants
into the natural environment—air, water, and land—resulting in adverse effects on living
organisms, ecological balance, and human health. These contaminants may be physical,
chemical, or biological in nature and often arise from human activities such as industrialization,
urbanization, deforestation, and improper waste disposal.

Public health, on the other hand, is a multidisciplinary field concerned with the protection and
improvement of the health of populations rather than individuals. It focuses on disease

prevention, health promotion, and prolonging life through organized efforts of society,

°> Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Annual Report.
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including sanitation, environmental hygiene, vaccination, and awareness programs. The
intersection of environmental conditions and public health outcomes has become increasingly
evident in recent decades, particularly in developing countries like India where rapid economic
growth has often occurred at the cost of environmental sustainability.

2.1 Interrelationship between Environment and Health
The environment serves as a fundamental determinant of health. A clean and balanced
ecosystem supports life, while a degraded environment contributes directly to disease and
mortality. The linkage between environmental quality and human health operates through
various pathways:
o Direct exposure to pollutants such as toxic gases, contaminated water, and hazardous
chemicals.
o Indirect effects through ecological disruption, such as loss of biodiversity, climate
change, and food insecurity.
o Cumulative impacts arising from prolonged exposure to low levels of pollutants.
For instance, inhalation of polluted air containing particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10) can
lead to respiratory and cardiovascular diseases, while consumption of contaminated water can

cause gastrointestinal infections and chronic illnesses.

2.2 Role of International Organizations®
The World Health Organization (WHQO) has consistently emphasized that environmental
factors are among the most significant determinants of human health. According to WHO
estimates, a substantial proportion of global diseases can be attributed to environmental risks,
particularly in low- and middle-income countries.
WHO identifies key environmental health risks including:

e Air pollution (both ambient and household)

« Unsafe drinking water and poor sanitation

e Chemical exposure

o Climate change and its associated impacts
The organization advocates for an integrated approach that combines environmental protection

with public health strategies to reduce disease burden.

& World Health Organization, Preventing Disease through Healthy Environments (2016).
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2.3 Types of Environmental Pollution and Their Health Impacts
Environmental pollution manifests in various forms, each having distinct implications for
public health:
(a) Air Pollution
Air pollution is one of the most critical environmental health risks. It includes pollutants such
as carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and particulate matter. Sources include
vehicular emissions, industrial discharges, and burning of fossil fuels.
Health Impacts:

o Respiratory diseases (asthma, bronchitis)

« Cardiovascular disorders

e Lung cancer

e Premature mortality
(b) Water Pollution
Water pollution occurs when harmful substances such as industrial effluents, sewage, and
agricultural runoff contaminate water bodies.
Health Impacts:

e Water-borne diseases (cholera, typhoid, dysentery)

o Hepatitis and other viral infections

« Toxic poisoning due to heavy metals like arsenic and mercury
(c) Soil (Land) Pollution
Soil pollution results from the accumulation of toxic chemicals, pesticides, and waste materials
in the soil.
Health Impacts:

e Entry of toxins into the food chain

o Developmental disorders

e Increased risk of cancer
(d) Noise Pollution
Noise pollution, often overlooked, arises from excessive industrial, vehicular, and urban noise.
Health Impacts:

e Hearing impairment

o Stress and anxiety

e Sleep disturbances

o Cardiovascular problems
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2.4 Social Determinants and Vulnerability
The impact of environmental pollution is not uniform across all sections of society. Certain
groups are more vulnerable due to socio-economic conditions:

o Children: More susceptible due to developing immune systems

o Elderly persons: Higher risk of chronic illnesses

o Economically weaker sections: Often exposed to polluted environments due to poor

living conditions

e Industrial workers: Direct exposure to hazardous substances

This highlights the socio-legal dimension, where environmental harm disproportionately

affects marginalized communities, raising concerns of environmental justice.

2.5 Environmental Health in the Indian Context
In India, environmental health challenges are intensified by rapid urbanization, population
density, and inadequate infrastructure. Major cities frequently report hazardous air quality
levels, while rural areas face issues of unsafe drinking water and sanitation.
The burden of disease linked to environmental factors in India includes:

« High incidence of respiratory illnesses due to air pollution

o Widespread water-borne diseases due to poor sanitation

e Occupational health hazards in unregulated industries
These issues underscore the need for a strong legal and policy framework to address

environmental risks and protect public health.

2.6 Need for an Integrated Approach
The conceptual framework of environment and public health necessitates an integrated
approach that combines:

e Environmental regulation

e Public health policies

o Community participation

« Scientific research
Environmental protection cannot be achieved in isolation from public health considerations.
Policies must aim not only to control pollution but also to improve overall quality of life.

Types of Pollution Affecting Public Health

e Air Pollution: Causes respiratory diseases, lung cancer, and heart problems.

o Water Pollution: Leads to cholera, typhoid, and other gastrointestinal diseases.
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« Soil Pollution: Affects food safety and leads to toxic exposure.

o Noise Pollution: Causes stress, hearing loss, and psychological disorders.

3. Constitutional Framework in India
The Indian Constitution provides a comprehensive and evolving framework for the protection
of the environment and the promotion of public health. Although the Constitution, as originally
enacted, did not explicitly mention environmental rights, judicial interpretation and
constitutional amendments have significantly expanded its scope to address modern

environmental concerns.

Article 21 — Right to Life
Article 21 of the Constitution guarantees that “no person shall be deprived of his life or
personal liberty except according to procedure established by law’.” Over time, the
judiciary—particularly the Supreme Court of India—has interpreted this provision in a broad
and progressive manner.
The Court has held that the right to life is not merely confined to physical existence but includes
the right to live with dignity, safety, and a healthy environment. As a result, Article 21 now
encompasses:

« Right to a clean and healthy environment

e Right to pollution-free air and water

o Right to health and well-being
This expanded interpretation has made Article 21 the cornerstone of environmental

jurisprudence in India.

Key Constitutional Provisions
Apart from Article 21, the Constitution contains specific provisions that emphasize
environmental protection:
« Article 48A (Directive Principles of State Policy)®:
It mandates that the State shall endeavor to protect and improve the environment and
safeguard forests and wildlife. Although not legally enforceable, it serves as a guiding
principle for governance and policymaking.

" The Constitution of India, arts. 21, 48A, 51A(g).
8 The Constitution of India, arts. 21, 48A, 51A(g).
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« Article 51A(g) (Fundamental Duties)®:

It imposes a duty on every citizen to protect and improve the natural environment,

including forests, lakes, rivers, and wildlife, and to have compassion for living
creatures. This provision highlights that environmental protection is a shared

responsibility between the State and citizens.

Judicial Interpretation

The Indian judiciary has played a pivotal role in linking environmental protection with
fundamental rights. Through various landmark judgments, courts have reinforced the idea that
environmental degradation directly affects the quality of life.

In Subhash Kumar v. State of Bihar, the Supreme Court explicitly held that the right to life
under Article 21 includes the right to enjoy pollution-free water and air. This judgment marked
a significant step in recognizing environmental rights as fundamental rights.

Subsequent cases have further strengthened this position, enabling citizens to approach courts

for enforcement of environmental rights through Public Interest Litigation (PIL).

4. Legislative Framework?®
India has developed a comprehensive statutory framework to address environmental pollution
and protect public health. These laws aim to regulate industrial activities, control pollution
levels, and ensure sustainable use of natural resources. Over time, the legislature has enacted
specific laws targeting different forms of pollution, along with broader umbrella legislation to

strengthen environmental governance.

4.1 Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 was enacted in the aftermath of the Bhopal Gas
Tragedy, which exposed serious gaps in India’s environmental regulatory system. This Act
serves as a comprehensive or “umbrella” legislation designed to coordinate and strengthen
existing environmental laws.
It grants wide-ranging powers to the Central Government to take necessary measures for
protecting and improving environmental quality. These powers include:

o Setting standards for emissions and discharges

% The Constitution of India, arts. 21, 48A, 51A(g).
10 Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981; Water (Prevention
and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974
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e Regulating industrial locations and operations
o Handling hazardous substances
e Issuing directions, including closure of polluting industries
The Act plays a crucial role in ensuring a unified approach to environmental protection and

enables quick governmental action in cases of environmental emergencies.

4.2 Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981
The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 was enacted to specifically address
the growing problem of air pollution, particularly in industrial and urban areas.
The primary objective of this Act is to prevent, control, and reduce air pollution. It provides
for:

o Establishment of Central and State Pollution Control Boards

e Monitoring and regulation of air quality standards

o Granting consent for industrial emissions

« Penal provisions for non-compliance
Pollution Control Boards play a vital role under this Act by inspecting industries, collecting
samples, and ensuring adherence to prescribed emission standards. This law is particularly

significant in the context of rising vehicular emissions and industrial pollution in cities.

4.3 Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974
The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 is one of the earliest environmental
laws in India aimed at addressing water pollution.
Its primary objectives are:
o Prevention and control of water pollution
o Maintenance and restoration of water quality
o Regulation of discharge of pollutants into rivers, lakes, and groundwater
The Act also establishes Pollution Control Boards, which are empowered to:
o Grant or refuse consent for discharge of effluents
 Inspect treatment plants
o Take legal action against violators
This legislation is crucial in safeguarding drinking water sources and preventing water-borne

diseases, which are a major public health concern in India.
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4.4 Other Relevant Laws

In addition to the above major statutes, several other laws complement India’s environmental
framework:
e Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991
This Act ensures immediate relief to victims of accidents involving hazardous
substances. It mandates industries to obtain insurance policies to provide compensation
in case of environmental harm or injury.
« National Green Tribunal Act, 2010
This Act led to the establishment of the National Green Tribunal (NGT), a specialized
judicial body for the effective and expeditious disposal of environmental cases. The
NGT plays a significant role in enforcing environmental laws and providing remedies

for environmental damage.

5. Judicial Activism and Environmental Jurisprudence

The Indian judiciary has played a transformative and proactive role in the development of
environmental law and the protection of public health. In the absence of strong enforcement by
administrative authorities, courts—especially the Supreme Court of India—have stepped in to
fill the gap through judicial activism.

One of the most significant tools used by the judiciary is Public Interest Litigation (PIL). PIL
allows any public-spirited individual or organization to approach the court on behalf of affected
persons or the environment, even if they are not directly aggrieved. This has made
environmental justice more accessible and has enabled courts to address large-scale
environmental issues.

Through PILs and progressive interpretation of laws, the judiciary has not only enforced
existing environmental laws but also developed new legal principles, thereby shaping India’s

environmental jurisprudence.

5.1 Landmark Case Laws
M.C. Mehta v. Union of India (Oleum Gas Leak Case, 1986)
This case arose from the leakage of oleum gas from a factory in Delhi, which caused serious
harm to the public. The Supreme Court, in this landmark judgment, evolved the doctrine of
Absolute Liability.
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e The Court held that industries engaged in hazardous or inherently dangerous activities

are absolutely liable for any damage caused, regardless of fault or negligence.

o Unlike the rule of strict liability, no exceptions (such as act of God or third-party fault)

are allowed.
This principle significantly strengthened accountability of industries and ensured better
protection of public health.
M.C. Mehta v. Union of India (Ganga Pollution Case)
In this series of cases concerning pollution of the River Ganga, the Supreme Court addressed
the issue of industrial discharge into water bodies.

e The Court directed industries, particularly tanneries, to install effluent treatment

plants before discharging waste.

o Italso ordered closure of industries that failed to comply with environmental standards.
This case highlighted the judiciary’s role in ensuring implementation of environmental laws
and protecting water resources.

Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India (1996)
This case is a milestone in the development of environmental principles in India.

e The Supreme Court formally recognized the Polluter Pays Principle, which requires

polluters to bear the cost of environmental damage and compensation.

o It also introduced the Precautionary Principle, which mandates that preventive

measures must be taken even in the absence of scientific certainty.
The Court emphasized that these principles are essential components of sustainable
development.
Indian Council for Enviro-Legal Action v. Union of India (1996)
This case dealt with environmental damage caused by chemical industries.

o The Court reinforced the Polluter Pays Principle by holding industries liable for the

cost of reversing environmental damage.

o It directed the polluting industries to compensate affected persons and restore the

environment.
This judgment strengthened the enforcement of environmental liability.
Subhash Kumar v. State of Bihar (1991)
In this case, the Supreme Court clearly linked environmental protection with fundamental
rights.
e The Court held that the right to life under Article 21 includes the right to enjoy

pollution-free air and water.
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« It recognized environmental protection as an integral part of the right to life.
This case laid the foundation for treating environmental rights as fundamental rights

enforceable by courts.

6. Principles of Environmental Law!!
Over the years, the Indian judiciary—particularly the Supreme Court of India—has developed
several important principles that form the backbone of environmental jurisprudence. These
principles are not only applied in India but are also recognized internationally as essential tools

for achieving environmental protection and sustainable development.

6.1 Absolute Liability
The principle of Absolute Liability was evolved in the landmark case of M.C. Mehta v. Union
of India.
e According to this principle, industries engaged in hazardous or inherently dangerous
activities are absolutely liable for any harm caused to people or the environment.
o Liability arises irrespective of fault or negligence, and no exceptions are allowed.
This principle ensures a higher degree of responsibility for industries and acts as a strong

deterrent against environmental negligence.

6.2 Polluter Pays Principle
The Polluter Pays Principle requires that the polluting party must bear the cost of managing
and remedying environmental damage.
e It includes not only compensation to victims but also the cost of restoring the
environment.
e This principle was firmly recognized in Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of
India.
The objective is to ensure that environmental costs are not shifted to society at large, but are

instead borne by those responsible for the pollution.

6.3 Precautionary Principle
The Precautionary Principle emphasizes the need for preventive action in the face of

113 Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981; Water (Prevention
and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974
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environmental risk.
o It states that lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason to postpone
measures to prevent environmental harm.
o Authorities must anticipate, prevent, and attack the causes of environmental
degradation.
This principle is particularly important in dealing with emerging environmental threats where

scientific evidence may still be evolving.

6.4 Sustainable Development
The concept of Sustainable Development seeks to balance economic growth with
environmental protection.
« It means development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
o The judiciary has recognized this principle as an integral part of Indian environmental
law.

It promotes responsible use of natural resources and long-term ecological balance.

7. Impact of Environmental Pollution on Public Health
Environmental pollution has serious and wide-ranging consequences for human health. The
degradation of natural resources directly affects the quality of life and increases the burden of

disease in society.

7.1 Air Pollution
Air pollution is one of the most critical environmental health concerns, especially in rapidly
urbanizing regions.

o It causes respiratory diseases such as asthma and bronchitis.

o ltisalso linked to cardiovascular disorders and lung cancer.

o Cities like Delhi frequently experience hazardous air quality levels.

Long-term exposure to polluted air significantly reduces life expectancy.
7.2 Water Pollution

Water pollution remains a major public health issue, particularly in developing countries.

o It leads to diseases such as cholera, dysentery, and hepatitis.
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o Contamination of groundwater by industrial waste and sewage poses serious health
risks.
Access to clean drinking water is essential for preventing water-borne diseases and ensuring

public health.

7.3 Industrial Hazards
Industrial activities often involve the use of hazardous chemicals that can have devastating
health effects.
e Exposure to toxic substances can cause chronic illnesses and occupational diseases.
e A notable example is the Bhopal Gas Tragedy, which resulted in thousands of deaths
and long-term health complications.
Such incidents highlight the need for strict regulation of industrial activities.

7.4 Long-Term Health Effects
Prolonged exposure to environmental pollution can lead to severe and often irreversible health
conditions:

o Cancer

o Neurological disorders

o Developmental problems in children

e Hormonal imbalances and reproductive issues

These long-term effects place a significant burden on healthcare systems and society.

8. Socio-Legal Challenges

Despite having a well-developed legal framework, India faces several challenges in effectively

implementing environmental laws.

8.1 Weak Enforcement
e Regulatory authorities often fail to strictly enforce environmental laws.
e Monitoring mechanisms are inadequate, and penalties for violations are not always

stringent enough.

8.2 Lack of Awareness

e Many citizens are unaware of their environmental rights and duties.

Page | 16


http://www.whiteblacklegal.co.in/

www.whiteblacklegal.co.in
Volume 3 Issue 6 | April 2026 ISSN: 2581-8503

e This limits public participation in environmental protection efforts.

8.3 Institutional Inefficiency
« Pollution Control Boards frequently suffer from lack of resources, technical expertise,
and manpower.

« Delays in decision-making and weak coordination reduce their effectiveness.

8.4 Economic Pressures
o Industries often prioritize economic gains over environmental compliance.

e Fear of economic slowdown sometimes leads to lenient enforcement of laws.

8.5 Urbanization
o Rapid urban growth leads to increased pollution, waste generation, and pressure on
natural resources.

e Poor urban planning further aggravates environmental problems.

9. Role of Public Participation
Public participation plays a crucial role in environmental protection and governance. Active
involvement of citizens strengthens accountability and ensures better implementation of

environmental laws.

Key Forms of Public Participation
e Filing Public Interest Litigations (PILs): Enables citizens to approach courts for
environmental protection??.
e Participation in Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA): Public hearings allow
communities to express concerns about proposed projects.
e Awareness Campaigns: Educating people about environmental issues promotes
responsible behavior.
Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society groups play a significant role in

advocating environmental justice, conducting research, and mobilizing public opinion.

12 Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Annual Report.
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10. Suggestions and Recommendations
In order to effectively address the growing challenges of environmental pollution and its impact
on public health, it is essential to adopt a multi-dimensional and integrated approach. While
India has a strong legal and institutional framework, its success largely depends on proper
implementation, public participation, and policy innovation. The following suggestions aim to

strengthen environmental governance and improve public health outcomes:

10.1 Strengthening Enforcement
One of the most critical issues in environmental governance is the weak enforcement of existing
laws.

e There is a need to impose strict and deterrent penalties on industries and individuals
who violate environmental norms. Penalties should be proportionate to the damage
caused and must include both financial liability and operational restrictions.

e Regulatory authorities should ensure regular and transparent monitoring of
industries through inspections, audits, and use of modern technologies such as real-time
emission tracking systems.

o Ensuring accountability of enforcement agencies is equally important to prevent
corruption and negligence.

Effective enforcement will enhance compliance and act as a deterrent against environmental

violations.

10.2 Awareness Programs
Public awareness is a key factor in achieving sustainable environmental protection.
o Citizens must be educated about their environmental rights and duties, as recognized
under the Constitution.
e Awareness campaigns through media, educational institutions, and community
programs can promote environmentally responsible behavior.
« Incorporating environmental education into school and college curricula will help build
long-term awareness and sensitivity toward environmental issues.
An informed and aware society is more likely to participate actively in environmental

protection.
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10.3 Institutional Reforms
Institutional strengthening is necessary to ensure effective implementation of environmental
laws.
e Pollution Control Boards and other regulatory bodies should be provided with
adequate financial resources, technical expertise, and manpower.
o There should be improved coordination between central, state, and local authorities to
avoid delays and overlapping functions.
o Transparency and efficiency in decision-making processes must be enhanced through
digitalization and accountability mechanisms.

Strong institutions are essential for translating legal provisions into practical outcomes.

10.4 Promotion of Sustainable Development Policies
Balancing economic development with environmental protection is crucial for long-term
sustainability.
e The government should actively promote green technologies, renewable energy
sources, and eco-friendly industrial practices.
« Incentives such as tax benefits and subsidies can encourage industries to adopt cleaner
production methods.
« Policies should focus on reducing carbon emissions, conserving natural resources, and
promoting sustainable urban planning.
Sustainable development ensures that economic progress does not come at the cost of

environmental degradation.

10.5 Integration of Public Health Considerations
Environmental policies must be closely aligned with public health objectives.
o Policymakers should integrate health impact assessments into environmental
decision-making processes.
« Greater collaboration between environmental authorities and public health institutions
is necessary to address pollution-related diseases.
o Special focus should be given to vulnerable populations, including children, elderly
persons, and economically weaker sections.
Recognizing the link between environment and health will lead to more holistic and effective

policy outcomes.
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11. Conclusion
Environmental pollution in India has emerged as a critical challenge that directly threatens
public health, ecological balance, and sustainable development. As this study demonstrates, the
relationship between environmental degradation and human health is deeply interconnected,
with pollution contributing to a wide range of diseases, reduced quality of life, and long-term
societal costs.
India possesses a robust constitutional and legislative framework for environmental
protection, supported by progressive judicial interpretation. The expansion of Article 21 to
include the right to a clean and healthy environment, along with the development of key
principles such as absolute liability, the polluter pays principle, and sustainable development,
reflects the dynamic role of the Supreme Court of India in safeguarding environmental rights.
Landmark judgments have not only strengthened environmental governance but have also
made environmental protection an enforceable fundamental right.
However, despite these legal advancements, significant gaps remain in implementation.
Weak enforcement mechanisms, lack of public awareness, institutional inefficiencies, and
increasing economic and developmental pressures continue to hinder effective environmental
regulation. Rapid urbanization and industrial growth further exacerbate these challenges,
placing additional strain on natural resources and public health systems.
The study underscores that addressing environmental pollution requires more than just legal
provisions; it demands a holistic and integrated approach. Strengthening enforcement,
promoting public participation, enhancing institutional capacity, and aligning environmental
policies with public health objectives are essential steps toward meaningful change.
Furthermore, the active involvement of citizens, civil society, and industries is crucial in
ensuring accountability and fostering a culture of environmental responsibility.
In conclusion, environmental protection must be viewed not merely as a regulatory obligation
but as a fundamental prerequisite for human survival and dignity. A balanced approach
that harmonizes economic development with environmental sustainability is imperative. Only
through collective effort and sustained commitment can India achieve the goal of a clean,

healthy, and sustainable environment for present and future generations.
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