INTERNATIONAL LAW
JOURNAL

WHITE BLACK
LEGAL LAW
JOURNAL

ISSN: 258I-

Peer - Reviewed ¢ Refereed Journal

The Law Journal strives to provide a platform for discussion of
International as well as National Developments in the Field of
Law.

WWW. WHITEBLACKLEGAL.CO.IN



DISCLAIMER

No part of this publication may be reproduced or copied in any form by any
means without prior written permission of Editor-in-chief of White Black Legal
— The Law Journal. The Editorial Team of White Black Legal holds the
copyright to all articles contributed to this publication. The views expressed in
this publication are purely personal opinions of the authors and do not reflect the
views of the Editorial Team of White Black Legal. Though all efforts are made
to ensure the accuracy and correctness of the information published, White
Black Legal shall not be responsible for any errors caused due to oversight or

otherwise.



Raju Narayana Swamy (1AS ) Indian Administrative Service officer

7N
l
. \\1\\%
S
W\
b
\

|

1\
\\'\\' \|
\\,\\\ M|
\'.:\‘\\\I \
A\

\ 1

\

\

professmnal dlploma
Procurement from the World Bank.

Dr. R. K. Upadhyay

Dr. R. K. Upadhyay is Registrar, University of Kota
(Raj.), Dr Upadhyay obtained LLB , LLM degrees from
Banaras Hindu University & Phd from university of
Kota.He has succesfully completed UGC sponsored
M.R.P for the work in the ares of the various prisoners

reforms in the  state of the

Dr. Raju Narayana Swamy popularly known as
Kerala’s Anti  Corruption Crusader is the
All India Topper of the 1991 batch of the IAS and is
currently posted as Principal
Secretary to the Government of Kerala . He has
earned many accolades as he hit against
the political-bureaucrat corruption nexus in India. Dr
Swamy holds a B.Tech in  Computer
Science and Engineering from the IT Madras and a
Ph. - D.— in Cyber Law from Gujarat
National Law University . He also has an LLM (Pro)
( with  specialization in IPR) as well

| as three PG Diplomas from the National Law

University, Delhi- one in Urban
Environmental Management and Law, another in
Environmental Law and Policy and a
third one in Tourism and Environmental Law. He also
holds a post-graduate diploma in

WS 1PR from the National Law School, Bengaluru and a

in Public

Rajasthan.




Senior Editor

Dr. Neha Mishra

Dr. Neha Mishra is Associate Professor & Associate Dean
(Scholarships) in Jindal Global Law School, OP Jindal Global
University. She was awarded both her PhD degree and Associate
Professor & Associate Dean M.A.; LL.B. (University of Delhi); LL.M.;
Ph.D. (NLSIU, Bangalore) LLM from National Law School of India
University, Bengaluru; she did her LL.B. from Faculty of Law, Delhi
University as well as M.A. and B.A. from Hindu College and DCAC
from DU respectively. Neha has been a Visiting Fellow, School of
Social Work, Michigan State University, 2016 and invited speaker
Panelist at Global Conference, Whitney R. Harris World Law Institute,
Washington University in St.Louis, 2015.

Ms. Sumiti Ahuja

Ms. Sumiti Ahuja, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Delhi,

Ms. Sumiti Ahuja completed her LL.M. from the Indian Law Institute with
specialization in Criminal Law and Corporate Law, and has over nine years
of teaching experience. She has done her LL.B. from the Faculty of Law,
University of Delhi. She is currently pursuing Ph.D. in the area of Forensics
and Law. Prior to joining the teaching profession, she has worked as
Research Assistant for projects funded by different agencies of Govt. of
India. She has developed various audio-video teaching modules under UGC
e-PG Pathshala programme in the area of Criminology, under the aegis of an
MHRD Project. Her areas of interest are Criminal Law, Law of Evidence,
Interpretation of Statutes, and Clinical Legal Education.

Dr. Navtika Singh Nautiyal

Dr. Navtika Singh Nautiyal presently working as an Assistant Professor in
School of law, Forensic Justice and Policy studies at National Forensic
Sciences University, Gandhinagar, Gujarat. She has 9 years of Teaching and
Research Experience. She has completed her Philosophy of Doctorate in
‘Intercountry adoption laws from Uttranchal University, Dehradun’ and LLM
from Indian Law Institute, New Delhi.




Dr. Rinu Saraswat

Associate Professor at School of Law, Apex University, Jaipur,
M.A, LL.M, Ph.D,

Dr. Rinu have 5 yrs of teaching experience in renowned institutions like
Jagannath University and Apex University.
Participated in more than 20 national and international seminars and
conferences and 5 workshops and training programmes.

Dr. Nitesh Saraswat

E.MBA, LL.M, Ph.D, PGDSAPM

Currently working as Assistant Professor at Law Centre I,
Faculty of Law, University of Delhi. Dr. Nitesh have 14 years of
Teaching, Administrative and research experience in Renowned
Institutions like Amity University, Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Jai Narain Vyas University Jodhpur, Jagannath
University and Nirma University.

More than 25 Publications in renowned National and
International Journals and has authored a Text book on Cr.P.C
and Juvenile Delinquency law.

Subhrajit Chanda

BBA. LL.B. (Hons.) (Amity University, Rajasthan); LL. M. (UPES,
Dehradun) (Nottingham Trent University, UK); Ph.D. Candidate
(G.D. Goenka University)

Subhrajit did his LL.M. in Sports Law, from Nottingham Trent
¥ University of United Kingdoms, with international scholarship
provided by university; he has also completed another LL.M. in
Energy Law from University of Petroleum and Energy Studies,
India. He did his B.B.A.LL.B. (Hons.) focussing on International
Trade Law.




ABOUT US

WHITE BLACK LEGAL is an open access, peer-reviewed and
refereed journal providededicated to express views on topical legal
Issues, thereby generating a cross current of ideas on emerging matters.
This platform shall also ignite the initiative and desire of young law
students to contribute in the field of law. The erudite response of legal
luminaries shall be solicited to enable readers to explore challenges that
lie before law makers, lawyers and the society at large, in the event of
the ever changing social, economic and technological scenario.

With this thought, we hereby present to you



THE INTERSECTION OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND
SOCIAL JUSTICE. “A SOCIO-LEGAL, QUANDARY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM AND INEQUALITY”

AUTHORED BY - OM. H. UPADHYAYA

Abstract

The intersection of climate change and social justice highlights critical issues of environmental racism
and inequality, revealing how climate impacts disproportionately affect marginalized communities.
Environmental racism involves the systemic placement of hazardous waste facilities, polluting
industries, and other environmental burdens in predominantly minority and low-income areas. This
practice exacerbates health disparities, economic inequalities, and social injustices, leaving
vulnerable populations more exposed to climate-related hazards such as extreme weather events, air

pollution, and water contamination.

Climate change intensifies these pre-existing inequities. Marginalized communities often lack the
resources to adapt to or recover from climate-related disasters, perpetuating cycles of poverty and
disadvantage. For instance, during natural disasters, lower-income neighborhoods may experience
delayed emergency responses and receive inadequate support for rebuilding efforts. Moreover,
policies aimed- at mitigating climate change, such as green gentrification and clean energy

infrastructure, can inadvertently displace low-income residents, contributing to housing insecurity.

Addressing these intersecting issues requires a multifaceted approach that integrates social justice
into climate action. This involves recognizing and rectifying historical and ongoing injustices,
ensuring equitable access to environmental benefits, and engaging communities in decision-making
processes. Effective solutions include investing in resilient infrastructure, promoting inclusive urban

planning, and implementing policies that prioritize the needs of vulnerable populations.

By foregrounding social justice in climate strategies, it is possible to create more equitable and

sustainable communities. This holistic approach not only mitigates climate impacts but also fosters



greater resilience and empowerment among marginalized groups, paving the way for a more just and

inclusive society in the face of a changing climate.

Climate change

. What is climate change?

Climate change is defined as major shifts in global temperatures and weather patterns throughout
time. While climate change is a natural phenomena, scientific data suggests that human activities are
causing an unprecedented rate of change. This has been mostly linked to the combustion of fossil
fuels, which emit carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases into the environment. These gases trap
heat from the sun's rays inside the atmosphere, causing the Earth's average temperature to rise—a

process known as global warming.
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Weather patterns on Earth have changed dramatically over time. Earth has gone through eight cycles
of ice and warming during the last 800,000 years. The most recent ice age ended around 11,700 years
ago, whenThe planet's weather patterns have experienced significant transformations throughout its
history. In the past 800,000 years alone, Earth has undergone eight cycles of glaciation and warmer



intervals. The most recent ice age concluded around 11,700 years ago, which not only initiated the
current climate period, but also signaled the start of human civilization. The majority of these climatic
alterations can be traced back to minor changes in Earth's orbit that alter the volume of solar energy

that our planet absorbs.!

Observations from the Graph clearly indicates, the Steady Increase in CO2 Levels: The graph shows
a consistent and steady increase in CO2 levels over the years. This trend indicates a rise in global
carbon emissions, which is a significant contributor to climate change. Seasonal Fluctuations:
Despite the overall upward trend, the graph also shows some seasonal fluctuations in CO2 levels.
These fluctuations could be due to various factors, including changes in vegetation growth and decay,

which can absorb or release CO2.

. What are the effects of the climate change on the people of the world?

The Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has
indicated that climate-related risks are emerging more rapidly and are predicted to intensify earlier
than previously anticipated. The report also suggests that adapting to these changes will become

increasingly difficult as global temperatures continue to rise.

The report highlights that a staggering 3.6 billion people are currently residing in areas that are highly

vulnerable to climate change.

Despite contributing minimally to overall global emissions, nations with low incomes and small
island developing states (SIDS) are bearing the brunt of the most severe health repercussions of
climate change. The death rate from severe weather phenomena over the past ten years was 15 times

greater in these at-risk regions when compared to more insulated ones.?

The health consequences of climate change are broad in scope, encompassing everything from
fatalities and diseases caused by escalating extreme weather events such as heatwaves, storms, and
floods, to interference with food supply chains, as well as an increase in zoonotic, food-, water-, and

vector-related illnesses. There's also a growing concern for mental health issues. Furthermore, climate

! https://science.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/co2-graph-072623.jpg?w=1536&format=webp
2 https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health



change is undermining numerous social elements that contribute to good health, including stable
employment, equality, and access to healthcare and social support networks. These health hazards,
spurred by climate change, are disproportionately impacting the most vulnerable and marginalized
groups, including women, children, ethnic minorities, impoverished communities, migrants or
displaced individuals, the elderly, and those with pre-existing health problems.While it is clear that
climate change has a significant impact on human health, quantifying the extent and impact of many
climate-sensitive health risks remains a complex task. However, scientific progress is gradually
enabling us to attribute an increase in disease and death rates to global warming, and to more

accurately assess the risks and scale of these health threats.

According to WHO data, 2 billion people do not have access to safe drinking water, and 600 million
are affected by foodborne illnesses each year, with children under 5 accounting for 30% of foodborne
deaths. Climate stressors amplify the risks of waterborne and foodborne diseases. In 2020, 770 million
people were facing hunger, predominantly in Africa and Asia. Climate change impacts food

availability, quality, and diversity, intensifying food and nutrition crises.

Changes in temperature and rainfall patterns promote the spread of vector-borne diseases. Without
preventive measures, the current annual death toll from such diseases, over 700,000, may increase.
Climate change triggers immediate mental health issues, such as anxiety and post-traumatic stress, as
well as long-term disorders due to factors like displacement and disrupted social cohesion.

Recent studies attribute 37% of heat-related deaths to human-induced climate change. Deaths related
to heat among those over 65 have surged by 70% in the past two decades. In 2020, an additional 98
million people faced food insecurity compared to the average between 1981 and 2010. The WHO
projects an additional 250,000 deaths annually by the 2030s due to the impacts of climate change on
diseases like malaria and coastal flooding®. However, there are still challenges in modeling,

particularly in capturing risks like drought and migration pressures.

The climate crisis poses a significant threat to the progress made in the last 50 years in development,

global health, and poverty reduction, and it is likely to further exacerbate existing health inequalities

3 https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health



within and between populations. It also severely undermines the achievement of Universal Health
Coverage (UHC) in various ways, including by adding to the existing disease burden and by
worsening existing barriers to accessing health services, often when they are most needed. Over 930
million people, approximately 12% of the world's population, spend at least 10% of their household
budget on healthcare. With the majority of the poorest people uninsured, health shocks and stresses
currently push around 100 million people into poverty every year, a trend that the impacts of climate
change are likely to worsen(2). Some changes (such as droughts, wildfires, and extreme rainfall) are
happening faster than scientists previously assessed. In fact, according to the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) — the United Nations body established to assess the science related to
climate change — modern humans have never before seen the observed changes in our global climate,

and some of these changes are irreversible over the next hundreds to thousands of years.

Scientists have high confidence that global temperatures will continue to rise for many decades,

mainly due to greenhouse gases produced by human activities.

The IPCC’s Sixth Assessment report, published in 2021, found that human emissions of heat-trapping
gases have already warmed the climate by nearly 2 degrees Fahrenheit (1.1 degrees Celsius) since
1850-1900.1 The global average temperature is expected to reach or exceed 1.5 degrees C (about 3
degrees F) within the next few decades. These changes will affect all regions of Earth.

Social justice

. What is social justice ?

The term "social justice™ indeed has a rich history, with its roots traced back to Christian theology.
The first recorded use of the term was in the early 1840s in Luigi Taparelli's work, "Theoretical
Treatise on Natural Law". Taparelli, an Italian Jesuit priest, was writing during the rise of
Risorgimento, a 19th-century Italian nationalist movement, and during debates around the unification
of Italy.In Taparelli's context, social justice was an application of justice to social affairs. It held that
people should do what's right based on a conceptualization of morality rooted in natural theology and
religion. For much of its history, social justice has been a religious concept, with its meaning
remaining largely unchanged.Over time, the term "social justice” has evolved and adapted to fit the
needs of society. Today, it is often associated with the pursuit of equal rights and opportunities for all

individuals, regardless of their social, economic, or cultural background.



It's fascinating to see how concepts like these evolve and adapt over time to fit the needs of society.
The term "social justice” has come a long way from its religious origins to its current usage in
discussions about equality and fairness in society.*While it's accurate to state that not every
interpretation of social justice is underscored by religious principles, it's undeniable that the concept
has undergone significant evolution, shaped by various societal transformations. One of the most
impactful of these transformations was the Industrial Revolution, a period characterized by rapid
industrial growth that had far-reaching social consequences. The term "social justice™ broadened in
scope during this era, mirroring the increasing intricacy of societal structures and the growing
consciousness of social inequalities. As the understanding of social justice continued to evolve, later
theorists began to perceive it not merely as a religious or philosophical ideal, but as a moral duty.
They posited that every member of a society has an obligation to contribute to the collective good.
This perspective has been the subject of extensive discussion and debate, with one of the most notable
examples being the theories put forth by John Rawls, which we will explore in more detail
later.Despite its historical contentiousness, the term "social justice” has seen a significant rise in
popularity since the close of the 20th century. This increase in popularity is not without cause. Some
scholars propose that the neoliberal policies enacted during the tenures of Margaret Thatcher in the
United Kingdom and Ronald Reagan in the United States may have contributed to this shift. These
policies, characterized by economic liberalization, deregulation, and free trade, may have underscored
the necessity for social justice in the face of widening economic disparities.John Rawls, a
distinguished philosopher, offered a unique perspective on social justice. For Rawls, social justice
involved considering the rules for a fair distribution of social goods within a society, as well as
determining the permissible levels of inequality. To facilitate this, Rawls introduced the concept of a
"veil of ignorance". This theoretical construct involves feigning ignorance about one's position in
society when designing social structures and systems. Rawls believed that this "veil of ignorance”
would lead to a more equitable society, as individuals would not want to create a system that

disadvantages them if they end up in a less privileged position.

In addition to the "veil of ignorance™, Rawls also proposed the "principle of difference"”. This principle
suggests that social and economic inequalities are not inherently unjust, provided they benefit society

as a whole. In other words, inequalities can be tolerated if they lead to improvements in the overall

4 https://onlinedegrees.kent.edu/blog/five-principles-of-social-justice



well-being of society. This principle challenges the notion that all inequalities are detrimental,
suggesting instead that some level of inequality can contribute to the greater good.The basic element
of fairness is crucial, especially in the access to social resources, sometimes called “social goods.”
While it may sound abstract, how social goods are distributed is immensely impactful. Importantly,
the “social determinants” of outcomes are considered central to whether or not a system is just.’In
public health, for example, the place of birth can alter what health care options a person has and,
therefore, also how long that person lives. To account for this, social justice advocates in healthcare
might focus on extending the probability that people will be healthy despite resource inadequacies

they may face for historical or economic reasons.

. What are the main principles of social justice?

.Equity: This principle emphasizes fairness and justice in the distribution of wealth, opportunities,
and privileges within a society. It recognizes that different individuals and communities may have
different needs and resources, and seeks to address these disparities®

Access: This principle focuses on ensuring that all individuals have equal access to basic needs such
as food, housing, healthcare, education, and employment opportunities. It also includes access to
social services and legal protections’

Participation: This principle asserts that all members of a society should be able to participate fully
in social, cultural, and political life. This includes the right to vote, to express one's views, and to
form and join organizations or movements®

.Rights: This principle emphasizes the importance of human rights, including civil, political,
economic, social, and cultural rights. It asserts that these rights should be respected, protected, and
fulfilled for all individuals, regardless of their identity or status®

.Diversity: This principle recognizes and values the diversity of individuals and communities. It
promotes respect for differences and seeks to ensure that all individuals and groups are treated with

dignity and respect?©

5 https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/original-position/

6 https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1748-720X.2007.00138.x
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. Social Equity

"We are not all navigating the same conditions. We are all enduring the same crisis. Some are aboard
luxurious vessels. Some are barely managing with a single paddle”

Social equity, according to the National Academy of Public Administration, is the unbiased, just, and
equitable administration of all institutions that directly or indirectly serve the public. It also includes
the equitable distribution of public services, the implementation of public policy, and a commitment
to promoting fairness, justice, and equity in public policy formation. Social policy, with social equity
at its heart, can span a variety of public sectors, such as education, policing, welfare, housing, and
transportation, but not limited to these. Planning for social equity requires recognizing planning
practices that have unfairly impacted certain communities and actively engaging with the affected
residents to build better communities for all, ensuring that every community member has the chance

to prosper.

According to American Planning Association, social equity “must be informed by local planning
history, the equity landscape and the input of diverse stakeholders” in order to be impactful and
successful. The organization goes further to explain: “Planning for social equity means recognizing
planning practices that have had a disparate impact on certain communities and actively working with
affected residents to create better communities for all,” and that three major issues related to social

equity include “gentrification, environment justice and community engagement and empowerment.”

Environmental Racism

. What is Environmental Racism ?

Environmental racism is a global issue that disproportionately burdens communities of color. It
represents the unequal distribution of environmental hazards affecting people of color and
economically disadvantaged communities. This type of racism is deeply intertwined with historical
segregation, socioeconomic disparities, and systemic prejudice, resulting in elevated pollution levels
and higher mortality rates due to health conditions, such as lead poisoning in African American
children, in these communities compared to their Caucasian counterparts children.'! People residing
in industrial regions are subjected to detrimental mental health effects stemming from environmental

dangers, leading to conditions such as stress and anxiety. Additionally, the enduring effects of

11 https://www.thecommons.earth/blog/modern-examples-of-environmental-racism



historical segregation are visible in the form of urban heat islands, which cause increased temperatures
in areas that were previously segregated '2.Searching for The complex nature of environmental
racism goes beyond pollution, affecting marginalized communities through intertwined factors like
historical segregation, socioeconomic disparities, systemic discrimination, higher pollution levels,
increased mortality rates, lead poisoning disparities, mental health impacts, and the urban heat islands
effect.

. What are the effects of environmental racism around the world?

Environmental racism represents a grave and widespread challenge with profound emplications on a
global scale, disproportionately affecting communities of color and those with lower socioeconomic
status. This form of systemic discrimination manifests in the inequitable distribution of environmental
hazards—such as the siting of hazardous waste facilities, heavy pollution, and other ecological
burdens—predominantly within areas inhabited by minority and impoverished populations. These
practices not only pose significant health risks but also perpetuate social and economic disparities,

deeply entrenched in historical contexts with extensive and enduring effects.

Around the world, the unequal consequences of climate change and environmental degradation are
shouldered predominantly by communities of color®. Indigenous groups, for instance, frequently
confront the realities of environmental racism as multinational corporations and state entities exploit
lax land regulations, encroaching upon their ancestral lands, leading to contamination, biodiversity
loss, and the disruption of traditional ways of life. Similarly, in Europe, the Roma people often face
grave environmental injustices, finding themselves in close proximity to landfills and hazardous
waste sites, which not only threaten their health but also contravene their basic human rights.The
roots of this issue are deeply systemic, embedded in discriminatory regulatory frameworks, policies,
and decision-making processes enacted by governments and influential corporations. The enduring
effects of colonialism have woven racism and environmental crises together, disproportionately
offloading the environmental detriments onto the Global South, which suffers the environmental
consequences of the Global North's industrial activities.

12 https://www.yesmagazine.org/environment
13 https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/environmental-racism



https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/environmental-racism

These practices have dire health implications for affected communities, who experience elevated
incidences of pollution-related diseases. The economic ramifications are equally severe, as property
values in contaminated areas plummet, and opportunities for economic development are stifled.
Furthermore, the cultural heritage of these communities is often jeopardized as their environments

are degraded.

The issue also extends into the realm of climate policy, where the underrepresentation of marginalized
communities frequently results in solutions that overlook the needs of those most vulnerable to
climate impacts. Initiatives aimed at addressing these disparities, such as the Justice40 Initiative in

the United States, represent steps toward redressing these injustices.

To effectively tackle environmental racism, it is crucial to engage marginalized communities in the
policymaking process and to prioritize environmental justice in all climate-related actions. This
approach must acknowledge historical injustices and strive for reparative measures that address both
the legacy of past environmental harms and the mitigation of future risks. A concerted global effort
is essential to ensure a just and equitable future for all, where environmental burdens and benefits are

shared fairly across all societies.

Environmental racism also has significant health implications. Communities living in close proximity
to pollution sources, such as industrial facilities, are at an increased risk of health problems like cancer
and respiratory illnesses Moreover, the burden of pollution is 35% higher for people living in poverty
and 28% higher for People of Color, with Black people having a burden level 54% greater than that
of the overall population'* Economic disparities are exacerbated by environmental racism. After
natural disasters, predominantly minority counties often see a decrease in wealth, while white
counties may experience an increase Additionally, the costs associated with living in polluted areas
can be high for people of color, as they may face increased healthcare expenses and property
devaluation Addressing environmental racism requires dismantling the racist structures that created
the problem and ensuring that impacted communities have a leading role in decision-making

processes regarding policies that shape where they live and work .International efforts, such as the

14 https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/environmental-racism#research



establishment of a loss and damage fund at the UN Climate Conference COP27, are examples of steps

being taken to seek compensation for those bearing the brunt of climate change impacts *°

. What are the modern examples of environmental racism ?

1. Indigenous people from amazon : indigenous populations across the globe are subjected to
environmental racism, with corporations and governments exploiting weaker land laws in
their territories. A prime example of this is the Amazon Basin, which is home to over one
million Indigenous people from more than 400 communities. These communities' livelihoods
are under threat from entities seeking to exploit the resources in their lands. In 2019, Nemonte
Nenquimo, a member of the Waorani tribe, led her people in a lawsuit against the Ecuadorian
government. This action was taken after the government attempted to sell large portions of
the Amazon rainforest to oil companies without consulting the tribe. This case underscores
the importance of unity among Indigenous populations in demanding respect and protection
of their rights.

2. .Cancer Alley : an 85-mile stretch of land along the Mississippi River between New Orleans
and Baton Rouge, is densely populated with oil refineries and petrochemical plants. This
region has been ominously dubbed "Cancer Alley" due to the extraordinarily high cancer rates
among its residents, who are predominantly Black. The risk of developing cancer for those
residing in this area is 50 times higher than the average American.

This alarming statistic has led to Cancer Alley being identified as the "frontline of
environmental racism." The situation is so dire that Reverend Dr. William J. Barber, who has
been assisting communities in combating this injustice for years, has compared it to a new
form of slavery.

In a 2019 interview with Rolling Stone, Reverend Barber stated, "It is killing people by over-
polluting them with toxins in their water and in their air. This is slavery of another kind." This
statement underscores the severity of the environmental and health crisis faced by the
residents of Cancer Alley?’

3. Asthma Alley in The Bronx: The Bronx, one of the most racially diverse boroughs in New
York City, has been dubbed "Asthma Alley" due to high air pollution rates. Approximately

15 https://www.rti.org/insights/implementing-environmental-justice

16 https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/yes-environment-can-have-racist-effects-too/

17 https://www.businessinsider.com/environmental-racism-examples-united-states-2020-8?IR=T#cancer-alley-louisiana-
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20% of children in this area have asthma, and hospitalizations due to asthma are significantly

higher than the national average.*®

Intersection of Climate change and Social justice

Climate change and social justice are inextricably linked, with the tendrils of social justice deeply
entwined with the pervasive issue of environmental racism. This complex relationship is starkly
evident when considering the disparate impacts of climate change on different socioeconomic groups.
Affluent individuals residing in luxurious mansions, bungalows, or villas are insulated from the harsh
realities faced by the impoverished who endure the biting cold of winter nights and the relentless heat
of summer days on the streets. These contrasting experiences underscore the profound inequities at

play, as the burdens of climate change are not shouldered equally by all.

The historical record of temperature increases, the most rapid in recorded human history*®, does not
discriminate; however, the capacity to adapt and respond to these changes is heavily skewed in favor
of the wealthy. This disparity raises critical questions about the fairness and equity of the global
response to climate change. Itis a poignant illustration of how social justice and environmental racism
are not just parallel issues but are deeply interconnected. The countries and populations that have
contributed the least to the greenhouse effect and global warming are often the ones who suffer the

most severe consequences, highlighting a glaring injustice on a global scale.

This systemic and structural environmental racism is vividly exemplified by the events surrounding
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Hurricane Katrina, a formidable Category 3 storm, unleashed its fury on
the Gulf Coast of the United States, leaving a trail of devastation in its wake. The city of New Orleans,
steeped in history and culture, bore the brunt of this natural disaster. The storm's impact was
catastrophic and far-reaching, but it was not felt equally across the city's diverse communities. Over
1,200 lives were tragically lost to the storm, and a disproportionate number of these were African
American individuals?. Indeed, more than half of those who perished were Black, underscoring the

deep-seated social and racial disparities that exist in times of crisis.

18 https://www.thecommons.earth/blog/modern-examples-of-environmental-racism-in-the-u-s

19 https://science.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/co2-graph-072623.jpg?w=1536& format=webp

20 https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2020/09/22/climate-change-environmental-justice/#:~:text=In 2005, Hurricane
Katrina, a Category 3 storm, caused extensive destruction in New Orleans and its environs. More than half of the 1,200
people who died were Black and 80 percent of the homes that were destroyed belonged to Black residents



The destruction of property followed a similar pattern of inequality. Approximately 80 percent of the
residences that were obliterated by the storm surge and subsequent flooding belonged to Black
homeowners. The predominantly Black neighborhoods of New Orleans East and the Lower Ninth
Ward were among the most severely affected areas. These communities were subjected to the storm's
full might, largely because the levees and flood defenses that should have protected them were
inadequate. In contrast, predominantly white neighborhoods had benefited from reinforced flood
protection following previous hurricanes, reflecting a history of unequal distribution of government

funding and support for infrastructure.

The stark contrast in the level of preparedness and protection between these communities laid bare
the systemic issues of environmental racism and neglect. The inadequately fortified levees in the
predominantly Black neighborhoods could not withstand the surge, leading to catastrophic breaches
and widespread flooding. The resulting damage was a testament to years of neglect and

underinvestment in these communities' infrastructure.

In the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, as the city began to grapple with the monumental
task of rebuilding, the disparities in recovery efforts became painfully evident. Initial reconstruction
plans appeared to prioritize predominantly white neighborhoods, even those that had suffered less
flood damage. This approach to recovery raised serious concerns about racial equity and justice in the
allocation of resources and support.

It was only after considerable advocacy and public outcry that federal funds were eventually directed
toward the reconstruction of the Lower Ninth Ward and New Orleans East, along with efforts to
strengthen their flood defenses. The delayed response in redirecting resources to these hard-hit areas
highlighted the systemic challenges that communities of color often face in securing equitable

treatment and support from government entities.

The legacy of Hurricane Katrina is a complex tapestry of loss, resilience, and the ongoing struggle
for racial equity. The storm not only exposed the physical vulnerabilities of New Orleans'
infrastructure but also laid bare the social and racial inequities embedded within the city's fabric. The

recovery and rebuilding process has been a testament to the community's strength and determination,



but it has also served as a reminder of the work that remains to be done in addressing the systemic

injustices that can exacerbate the impacts of natural disasters on marginalized communities.

As New Orleans continues to rebuild and fortify itself against future storms, the lessons of Hurricane

Katrina must inform a more equitable approach to disaster preparedness and response.

Ensuring that all communities, regardless of race or socioeconomic status, receive the necessary

support and investment to protect against the ravages of climate change is not only a matter of justice

but a crucial step in safeguarding the future of people around the world.

Addressing environmental racism and advancing social justice within the context of climate change

necessitates the implementation of several pivotal strategies, each supported by empirical evidence:

Solutions and pathways forward

Inclusive Policymaking: Upholding the principle of inclusive policymaking is imperative to
ensure equitable representation and participation of marginalized communities in
environmental decision-making processes 2. Meaningful consultation and involvement of
these communities in the formulation of climate policies and programs foster a more
comprehensive understanding of their unique needs and concerns?.

Equitable Distribution of Resources: Research underscores the urgency of allocating
resources and investments to bolster climate adaptation and mitigation efforts/in vulnerable
communities?®. Directed funding towards green infrastructure, renewable energy projects, and
disaster preparedness initiatives serves to mitigate disparities and enhance resilience among
marginalized populations (IPCC, 2014).

Strengthening Environmental Regulations: Enforcing stringent environmental regulations
stands as a cornerstone in safeguarding communities from the detrimental effects of pollution
and hazardous waste. Holding corporations accountable for environmental damages and
ensuring adherence to established environmental standards are pivotal steps in mitigating

environmental injustices 2*

2 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/227582649 Dumping_in_dixie_Race_class_and_environmental_quality
22 https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s41130-018-0078-5

2 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S030142150900473X

24 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265202823_Environmental_justice_in_the_21st_century



4. Community Empowerment: Empirical studies underscore the pivotal role of community
empowerment in driving sustainable change and fostering environmental justice (Walker,
2009). Supporting grassroots organizations and community-led initiatives amplifies the voices
of marginalized groups, enabling them to advocate for their rights and shape policies that
address their specific needs (Schlosberg, 2013).

. Conclusion

In the intricate tapestry of societal dynamics, the nexus between climate change, social justice, and
environmental racism emerges as a poignant reflection of systemic inequalities. Environmental
justice, with its focus on equitable distribution of environmental benefits and burdens, becomes a
critical lens through which to examine the disparate impacts of climate change on marginalized
communities. As the climate crisis exacerbates, understanding and addressing these interconnected

issues becomes imperative for forging a sustainable and just future.

At the heart of the matter lies environmental racism, a phenomenon deeply rooted in historical
injustices and power imbalances. Communities of color and low-income neighborhoods often bear
the brunt of environmental hazards, from toxic waste sites to air and water pollution, due to
discriminatory land-use policies and siting decisions. These communities, already marginalized by
broader societal inequities, face heightened vulnerabilities to the impacts of climate change,
exacerbating existing disparities in health, wealth, and well-being.

To confront these challenges, a comprehensive and inclusive approach is paramount. Central to this
approach is the principle of equity, which demands fair treatment and opportunities for all,
irrespective of race, ethnicity, or socioeconomic status. By prioritizing equity in decision-making
processes, resource allocation, and policy implementation, we can begin to redress historical
injustices and ensure that the benefits of environmental protection are shared equitably among all
communities.Participation is another crucial pillar of environmental justice. Meaningful engagement
of affected communities in decision-making processes empowers them to shape policies and
programs that directly impact their lives. By amplifying their voices and perspectives, we can foster
greater accountability among policymakers and ensure that environmental policies reflect the needs
and priorities of those most affected. Accountability is equally essential in the pursuit of

environmental justice. Holding polluters accountable for their actions, advocating for stronger



regulatory enforcement, and demanding transparency in decision-making processes are essential steps
in addressing environmental injustices. By holding governments and corporations accountable for

their actions, we can work towards a more just and sustainable future for all.

Furthermore, education and awareness play a crucial role in advancing environmental justice. By
raising awareness about the intersections of race, class, and the environment, we can mobilize broader
support for initiatives aimed at addressing environmental racism and promoting social justice.
Education empowers individuals to become agents of change in their communities, fostering a culture
of environmental stewardship and collective action.In conclusion, the pursuit of environmental justice
is inseparable from the broader quest for social justice and equity. By recognizing and addressing the
systemic inequalities that underlie environmental racism, we can create a more just and sustainable
future for all. Through a comprehensive approach that prioritizes equity, participation, accountability,
and education, we can forge a path towards environmental justice where every individual has the

opportunity to thrive in a healthy and resilient environment.



